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Dear Members, Friends and Colleagues,  

Hello and welcome. I hope you are keeping well and enjoying the change of 
weather. It is raining here in Melbourne today and hopefully in other parts of 
Victoria too after such a prolonged period of drought. We are thinking of all the 
farmers, their families and everyone else whose livelihoods have been affected by 
the lack of rain across Australia and hoping that this changes with the arrival of 
spring. 

This bulletin is to inform you of a few important news items which cannot wait until 
our VOICE Newsletter in December. In particular, we want to let you know about 
the unveiling of a statue organised by ARMS Vic and Origins Vic in partnership with 
the Victorian Government to commemorate the State Parliamentary Apology for 
Past Adoptions. The unveiling will be on the 26th October and involves a speech by 
Daniel Andrews as well as other speakers and special performances. You will find 
the details on the next page. Please RSVP directly to ARMS as noted on the 
invitation. We are also taking the opportunity to update you on a few other news 
items that you might find of interest.  

Next month we will start preparing the VOICE newsletter and we are keen to 
receive submissions from members, service users and friends for consideration for 
publication. We welcome stories, articles, poems and art and you may request that 
these be published anonymously if you prefer.  Please send anything you wish to 
share with us to info@vanish.org.au 

 

Would you like to contribute to the upcoming December edition of VOICE? 
 

If you are interested in being featured, please send original pieces of any 
of the following to info@vanish.org.au 

 

 POEMS  
 LETTERS 
 WRITTEN WORK 
 NEWS ITEMS 

 BOOK/PLAY/FILM 
REVIEWS 

 ART WORK 
 PHOTOGRAPHY 

 

Victorian Adoption Network for 
Information and Self Help 
 
1st Floor, 50 Howard Street, 
North Melbourne 3051 
P.O. Box 112,  
Carlton South 3053 
 
Ph: (03) 9328 8611 
Fax: (03) 9329 6527 
E info@vanish.org.au 

INSIDE THIS BULLETIN: 

Invitation to ARMS (Vic) & Origins Victoria Unveiling 

Memorial Plaque in Daylesford 

VANISH Submission to Assisted Reproductive Technologies Review 

Victoria Extends Out-of-Home Care to 21 

Opportunity to Participate in Research Project 

VANISH Post-Adoption Professional Training 

Library Volunteer Opportunity at VANISH 

Memorial Plaque at Royal Brisbane Hospital 

Upcoming Commemorative Event of the Great Irish Famine and Orphan Girls 
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The trauma, loss and a life time of grief that ensued when mothers and 
babies were separated amid a veil of secrecy, lies and deceit is being 

acknowledged by the Victorian Government as the result of many months of 
discussion and planning between ARMS(Vic), Origins Victoria and the 

Department of Premier and Cabinet. 
 

ARMS (Vic) and Origins Victoria are delighted to announce 
the unveiling of a memorial sculpture: Taken Not Given. 

 

The sculpture will be unveiled on Friday 26th October at 4pm by the Premier, 
Daniel Andrews, in St Andrew’s Reserve, bounded by St Andrew’s Place, 

Lansdowne Street and Treasury Place, near Parliament House, Melbourne.   
     

This is a truly momentous occasion and we invite all those affected by 
adoption to join us. We also invite all those who have supported our journey 

for recognition of the injustice and unethical practices of forced adoption.  
  

This will also be an acknowledgement of the sixth anniversary of the Victorian 
State Apology for Past Adoption Practices delivered on 25th October 2012. 

 

RSVP to arms@armsvic.org.au or 0409 442 701                              
by Friday 19th October.                                                

Assistance with members’ accommodation costs will be available if required.  

 News & Events  News & Events 
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 News & Events 

Memorial Plaque at Royal Brisbane and Women’s 
Hospital 

On Friday 27th July, a commemorative plaque in remembrance of past 
adoption practices was unveiled at the Royal Brisbane and Women's 
Hospital (RBWH). In 2009, the RBWH was the first hospital in Australia to 
apologise for forced adoptions, setting a precedent for subsequent 
apologies from institutions across Australia. The Royal’s Executive 
Director of Women and Newborn Services at the time, Professor Ian 
Jones, was instrumental in issuing the apology and returned to unveil the 
plaque along with then Women’s and Newborn Services Nursing and 
Midwifery Director Noelle Cridland. 

Stakeholder groups Adoption Loss Adult Support (ALAS), Association for 
Adoptees, Jigsaw QLD and Origins QLD were involved in the development 
of the plaque, which was funded by the Australian Department of Social 
Services. The plaque honours the courage and persistence of those 
affected by forced adoption practices and those who campaigned for 
recognition.  
 

 

VANISH Submission to Review of Assisted Reproductive Treatment Act 2008 

Last month we received notification of a review of the ART Act 2008 led by Michael Gorton OAM. Interested 
parties were invited to complete an online survey or provide a formal submission. The review team will produce 
an interim report in early October and then undertake further consultations in the early part of 2019. Details 
about the review can be found here: https://engage.vic.gov.au/art-review   

In our submission VANISH responded to 9 of the 30 questions raised in the Consultation Report. One of the main 
points we made was that the questions and discussion were very much focussed on access and barriers to ART 
and did not adequately address the rights of all parties and, in particular of people born or to be born through 
third-party reproductive technologies. Submissions will be published on the website in due course.  

Memorial Plaque in Daylesford’s Burke Square 

Hepburn Shire Council has commissioned the installation of a 
memorial plaque and seat in Daylesford’s Burke Square, 
to promote public awareness of the grief and trauma caused by 
forced adoption. The project was driven by Daylesford resident Lyn 
Kinghorn, a member of the Independent Regional Mothers of 
Victoria, who created a petition for the memorial. The petition was 
signed by more than 240 people and unanimously accepted by 

council.  

In her speech at 
the public 
unveiling of the 
memorial on 
Thursday 30th 
August, Lyn said, “Mothers worked together to word the plaque 
that records these practices. I want to express thanks for their 
input and wisdom. We are so relieved that mothers and their now 
adult children can see their truth validated...Our hope is that 
those viewing this, who are affected by this treatment, will feel 
some relief from the shame imposed, now the crime is exposed. ”  

 

 

Daylesford resident and mother Lyn Kinghorn 

 

The plaque in Daylesford’s Burke Square 

The plaque at RBWH 

https://engage.vic.gov.au/art-review
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Victorian Government Commits to Extend Out-of-Home Care to 21 

After two years of research and advocacy by organisations and individuals involved in out-of-home care across 
Australia, the Victorian government and opposition government have both committed to extending care from 18 
to 21. 

Matthew Guy, leader of the Victorian Liberals announced at the 2018 VCOSS Good Life Summit on 13th June that 
if elected in November, his government would extend the age of out of home care to 21, piloting the “Home 
Stretch” program and funding 75 places per year over two years for young people transitioning from state care. 

At a breakfast event organised by the Centre For Excellence in Child and Family Welfare for CEOs from agencies 
working in the sector on 25th September, Jenny Mikakos, Minister for Families and Children, announced that the 
Andrews Labor Government will commit $11.6 million over five years to roll out Home Stretch from early 2019. 

The decision has been praised by advocates who point out that many young people who are forced to leave the 
care system at 18 experience homelessness and unemployment and become involved with crime, whereas an 
extra three years in care halves homelessness rates and increases education and employment outcomes. Victoria 
now joins Tasmania and South Australia as the only states who have committed to extending care to 21 years.  

Minister Jenny Mikakos and Shadow Minister Georgie Crozier with MC Cory White at the 2018 Victorian election panel 
organised by the CFECFW. 

 News & Events 
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WANTED: Volunteer Librarian 
(minimum commitment: one day per fortnight for six months) 

 
VANISH is seeking an experienced librarian to assist with the VANISH library which holds books, DVDs, articles and 
other resources used by VANISH service users, members, academics and students. The role involves reviewing 
existing categories or reorganising resources according to new categories, identifying materials of historical value 
and resources which should be disposed of or donated, and reviewing the current loan system to ensure 
accessibility to members and service users.  
 

Key Requirements are: 
Librarianship qualification and/or experience;  
Basic computer literacy (Word, Outlook and Excel); 
Commitment to privacy and confidentiality;  
Interest in and respect for people affected by adoption and donor conception; 
The ability to self-motivate and work independently; and 
Availability to work one day per fortnight or half a day per week. 
 

As a volunteer you can benefit through gaining experience of working in a unique and specialised organisation; 
developing a deeper understanding of issues relating to adoption and donor conception; and attendance at 
VANISH events. VANISH will reimburse reasonable travel expenses and provide a modest meal allowance.  
 

To find out more, please call (03) 9328 8611 or email info@vanish.org.au. Applications close 15th November.   

 

 

 

Looking Through the “Lens of Adoption”:                                                                                              
Working with Loss and Trauma Related to Past and Forced Adoption Practices 

A Two-Day VANISH Training Program for Health and Welfare Professionals with Dr Sue Green 

19th and 20th November 2018 at the Melbourne Multicultural Hub 

Separation from a child or from family through adoption has 
lifelong consequences which have frequently been ignored or 
dismissed by professionals in the past. Due to excellent 
feedback received from our previous programs and the ongoing 
demand for trained and skilled professionals, VANISH is pleased 
to offer this program again.                                          

“Thank you from myself and future and present clients” 

“Incredibly enlightening. Learned so much, feel so much better 
informed” 

Day One is designed for all health, allied health, mental health and community welfare professionals.                                                           
Day Two is specifically designed for qualified counsellors, psychologists, psychiatrists and social workers.                                                  
Please note that Day One is a prerequisite for Day Two.                                                                                                                                      
Investment: Day One Only - $185. Days One and Two - $350 including GST and manual. 

To register, please complete our online form at 
http://bit.ly/vanishtraining 

If you have any queries, please contact the VANISH office on (03) 9328 8611 or email info@vanish.org.au 

 Upcoming Opportunities 

file://vanish.local/users/Home/hana/Documents/Custom Office Templates
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 Upcoming Opportunities 
 

Invitation to Participate in Monash University Research Project 

 

“The Performativity of Adoption Trauma: Performance, Haunting and The Uncanny” 

Monash University Theatre and Performance Research Project 

 

SEEKING: People who were adopted under closed-record policy and practice in Australia                         
(1929 – 1984) who have undertaken a search for relatives, regardless of the outcome. 

Participation in this project DOES NOT require theatre training or performance experience.  

 

The researcher, Alison Ingram, is an adoptee (b.1961) and a theatre practitioner. This is not simply a theatre 
project, but a study exploring events of trauma in research participants’ adoption and reunion stories. The 
objective is to explore differences and commonalities, and to work together, as a research group, to develop an 
original theatre performance piece.  

 

The project aims to explore and articulate what adopted people would like non-adopted people to understand 
about adoption and being adopted. 

 

Participants may choose to perform live and/or via recorded material. 

 

There are four stages to this research project: 

1. 1hr interview – your story recorded to video and/or audio - November 2018.  

2. Theatre Workshops x 4 – Group exploration of stories and development of performance text. Workshops 
will be held on a mutually agreed upon day, once per month for 4 months e.g.:10am-5pm, first Saturday 
of February, March, April and May, 2019.  

3. Rehearsal of performance text - November 2019 

4. Performances x 2 Monash University, Clayton. Invited audiences - December 2019. 

 

If you are interested in learning more about participating in this research project, please email 
alison.ingram@monash.edu  

 

Applications close 12th November. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Places are limited due to the nature of producing a theatre performance piece. If interest in the 
project is high, the researcher may be required to ‘select’ participants via a preliminary discussion/interview.  

 

All VANISH members will be invited to attend the performances and to contribute to the research through an 
Audience Survey.   

mailto:alison.ingram@monash.edu

