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Dear members, colleagues and friends,  
 

I hope this newsletter finds you well. Spring is in the 
air here and we are enjoying the longer, warmer days 
and the renewed sense of hope they bring.  
 
Since our last newsletter, in addition to their usual 
wonderful search and support work, the VANISH 
team have been supporting mothers to apply for the 
Victorian Government's Exceptional Circumstances 
Fund which provides up to $10,000 to mothers 
affected by forced adoption practices who face 
circumstances that mean they cannot wait for the 
redress scheme to be available. We have seen first 
hand how life-changing these payments can be and 
we hope the next budget cycle will include funding 
for them to continue until redress is available.  
 
As you will see on page 2, we continue to advocate 
that alongside designing Australia’s first redress 
scheme for mothers, the Victorian Government 
implement the rest of the Inquiry recommendations, 
including those that respond to the needs of adopted 
people affected by forced adoption practices. VANISH 
Chair, Simon Pryor wrote to Premier Dan Andrews 
expressing his concerns and we share the response 
from the Premier on page 2. 
 
Please continue to communicate your views through 
letters or emails to the Premier, Attorney General 
and your local MP and email the inquiry team in the 
Department of Justice and Community Safety. Every 
voice counts and every letter makes a difference.  

In this issue we invite you to three events - the 
commemoration of the 10th Anniversary of the 
Victorian Apology for Past Adoption Practices at 
Parliament House (25 October), the VANISH AGM (18 
November) and a Melbourne screening of Reckoning 
with the Primal Wound (21 November). I look 
forward to seeing you at these if you can join us.  
 
You will notice we have a special focus on creativity 
in this VOICE. On the front cover is a painting by the 
wonderfully talented artist Gabby Malpas who is an 
adoptee (see page 5). Then on page 4 we encourage 
you to go and see the exhibition “Adopted” at Dax 
House in Melbourne which shows some incredible 
artworks by four artists who are adoptees. Creativity 
can be a powerful healing tool regardless of whether 
you are good at it, which is why we are inviting 
expressions of interest for three free creative 
expression workshops - art therapy, writing as 
therapy and a textile workshop. Workshops are 
being offered to mothers and adoptees.  

I hope you enjoy this newsletter and look forward to 
your feedback and 
contributions for the 
next edition.  

Warm regards,  
 
Charlotte Smith,  
 
CEO.  

CEO’s Message 

 

The VANISH Team 

 

Charlotte Smith  

Chief Executive Officer 

 

Patricia Navaretti,  

Tracey Hudson,  

Gail Holstock 

SallyRose Carbines  

Search & Support Workers  

Lorna Sleightholm 

 Administrator 

 

VANISH reached an incredible milestone recently when we welcomed our 1000th 

member, Murray Salisbury (pictured below).  Murray is a Care Leaver / Forgotten 

Australian who joined VANISH in August. He was very pleased to hear that his 

becoming a member was so momentous for VANISH.  

 

Hi Everyone, It’s great to me a part of VANISH. I found 

your organisation while doing an internet search a few 

weeks back. I came from an extremely dysfunctional 

family and was made a Ward of the State when I was 

twelve. But somehow I managed to turn things around 

and eventually got to be an airline pilot. But it sure wasn’t 

easy. I’m only flying privately now and hoping to get into 

some motivational type of speaking role where I can 

encourage and motivate others.  

(photo provided) 

 

1,000                                     members! 
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Update from the Premier Dan Andrews 

 

Update from the Premier on the Victorian Government’s response  

to the Forced Adoption Parliamentary Inquiry 

I would like to provide a brief update on the progress of our government’s work since the 

announcement I made with the Attorney General in March this year to invest $4 million to plan for a 

redress scheme, counselling and formal apologies from the Victorian Government. 

As I’ve said before, the grief and trauma caused by shameful historical forced adoption practices have 

impacted families and communities for generations.  

While we can’t undo what was done, we can recognise the harm caused to individuals separated from 

their child or family by those practices and provide meaningful support. 

Since the Inquiry recommended the immediate development of a redress scheme for mothers – we 

have gotten on with the job – setting up an implementation team within the Department of Justice and 

Community Safety. 

Consultation on the design of the redress scheme is commencing shortly and the team will be speaking 

to service providers like VANISH, advocacy groups, mothers and other affected family members. To 

have your say get in contact with VANISH or email the team at 

forcedadoptioninquiry@justice.vic.gov.au  

Several of the Inquiry’s other recommendations have been implemented through legislation passed in 

May this year, including Integrated Birth Certificates for adoptees, and many more will follow as the 

government’s work on delivering our response to the Inquiry progresses. 

These things are never easy and take time to get right.  

I thank you for your patience as we work towards a good and just outcome.  

I’d also like to thank those who have already come forward and shared their experiences or sought 

information through VANISH and other organisations. 

The redress scheme we are committed to delivering should provide meaningful support to mothers 

and go some way in acknowledging the ongoing pain of historical forced adoption – and that’s why we 

are committed to delivering this important work.   

Dan Andrews 

On 6 September our Chair Simon Pryor wrote to the 
Premier Dan Andrews to express his concern about 
VANISH not being adequately resourced to meet the 
increased level of demand for services, particularly 
after the Inquiry into responses to historical forced 
adoption in Victoria and the announcement of a 
redress scheme and hardship fund for mothers.  

Simon also conveyed his concerns about the lack of 
stakeholder engagement around the implementation 
of the inquiry recommendations.  

 

He requested that immediate additional funds be  
provided and that going forward, the Government 
provide adequate funding for services including 
training professionals to provide specialist support.  

VANISH Chair also asked that the Government 
publish a plan for implementing the Inquiry 
recommendations showing timelines and 
achievements so far.  

We have now received an update from the Premier 
which is provided below.  

mailto:forcedadoptioninquiry@justice.vic.gov.au
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News & Updates 

Ireland’s Adoption Information Service 

Following the enactment of the long awaited Birth 
Information and Tracing Act 2022 in July, Ireland’s new 
service has commenced, providing access to 
information, tracing services and a contact register.  

Information. An adopted person, a person who was, 
or suspects they were, boarded out, nursed out or 
resident in a Mother and Baby Home or County Home, 
and persons whose birth was illegally registered, or 
they suspect their birth was illegally registered will, for 
the first time, be able to apply for records that show 
their name at birth, birthplace, and date, and other 
details such as their early life, care, and medical 
information including details of vaccinations as well as 
their parents’ names, dates of birth. Any items left for 
the relevant person such as letters, photographs and 
mementoes can also be applied for. 

Tracing Service. A new tracing service assists 
adopted people, parents and other natural relatives, 
adoptive parents or carers, to make contact or to 
request or share information and facilitates the sharing 
of information while maintaining a level of contact (if 
any) that both parties are comfortable with. Reunion or 

contact through the tracing service will be based on the 
consent of both parties. 

Contact Preference Register. People affected may 
register or update their contact preference on the new 
register. The Act allows a parent to register a no contact 
preference so that this can be communicated when the 
information is released.  

According to the Adoption Authority of Ireland a total of 
16,634 individuals have registered their contact 
preferences. Of these, 2,174 applied to the new register 
since it opened in July 2022 - 1,743 from Ireland, 119 
from the UK, 49 from the USA, and 245 from other 
countries. Of the 16,634 people registered, 393 people 
have expressed a wish to have no contact – 248 from 
the old register and 145 who have newly registered.  

See birthinfo.ie for more detail. Also see articles: 

“More than 800 applications made for access to birth 
information since system opened yesterday” https://
www.thejournal.ie/adoption-information-act-5882428-
Oct2022/ 
“I just want to see the name I was given before I was 
adopted”  https://bit.ly/Namebeforeadopted 

Announcement 
On 12 October, Premier Dan Andrews announced the 
establishment of a redress scheme for Care Leavers. 
The media release stated that “The Andrews Labor 
Government is acknowledging the trauma of historical 
abuse and neglect that too many Victorian children 
experienced while placed in institutional care.” and 
that along with a redress scheme it will “provide 
support and deliver a formal apology to Victorians 
who were placed in orphanages, children’s homes and 
missions and experienced physical, psychological and 
emotional abuse or neglect.” 

The scheme covers the period between 1928 and 
1990, when an estimated 90,000 children were placed 
in care because of economic stress, social 
disadvantage, being orphaned, having a single parent 
or parental mental illness.   

Urgent hardship payments of up to $10,000 will be 
provided to care leavers in exceptional circumstances. 

To register your interest in receiving updates on the 
Scheme or taking part in consultations, email 
dpr@dffh.vic.gov.au  To read more details as they 
become available, visit dffh.vic.gov.au 

Services 
Open Place is a Victorian specialist service for 
Forgotten Australians (Care Leavers). Open Place has 
a drop-in centre in Richmond and provides state-wide 
services including counselling, redress support, 
financial assistance for health needs and support to 
access records and search for family. For more 
information click here Open Place 

Care Leavers Australasia Network (CLAN) is a 
national, independent, peak body which represents, 
supports and advocates for Pre-1990 Care Leavers. 
CLAN offers support to people who have grown up in 
Orphanages, Children's Homes, Missions and Foster 
Care in Australia and New Zealand, or whose parents 
or other family members had this experience. For 
more information click here CLAN 

VANISH assists Open Place to provide family search 
services to Care Leavers (Forgotten Australians).  

VANISH also provides direct support services and 
search assistance to Care Leavers (Forgotten 
Australians) separated from a child or children 
through past and forced adoption practices. Please 
contact us for more information on (03) 9328 8611. 

REDRESS FOR PAST CARE LEAVERS (FORGOTTEN AUSTRALIANS) 

VANISH congratulates Care Leavers and Forgotten Australians  
who have waited so long for this recognition and redress, and the 

organisations which support and advocate for them. 

https://www.birthinfo.ie
https://bit.ly/Namebeforeadopted
mailto:someone@yoursite.com?subject=Redress%20Scheme%20interest
https://www.openplace.org.au/
https://clan.org.au/about/
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News & Events 

 

Art Exhibition “Adopted”  
5 October 2022 – 6 April 2023 

 

The Dax Centre, 30 Royal Parade, Parkville, Melbourne  

(Kenneth Myer Building, University of Melbourne) 

Wednesday to Friday 11.00am to 3.30pm. Free entry. 

Adopted is an exhibition traversing the lived experience of 

adoption featuring four contemporary artists with a lived 

experience: indigenous Australian artists, Peter Waples-Crowe 

and Lisa Waup, Haitian born Australian artist Ebony Hickey and 

Papua New Guinean born Australian artist. Weniki Hensch.  

These creative projects, based on autoethnography, delve into 

the makers' personal journey of meaning-making from the 

complexity of their lived experience.  The discourse of adoption 

has historically been framed from the adopter’s perspective.  

This exhibition gives voice to the adoptee and their evolution. 

The result is a series of unique narratives that confront issues of 

social and emotional well-being, marginalisation, identity, 

belonging, and crossing cultural boundaries.  

As part of the exhibition The Dax Centre will host a series of free 

public programs including an Artists in Conversation panel 

event and creative workshops with the artists. 

Weniki Hensch, a Papua New Guinean born multidisciplinary 

artist based in Naarm (Melbourne), says her work details her 

continuously changing adoption journey. 

“Each time I dive back into my adoption journey, the immersion 

experience is progressively different. 

“It is an experience that continues to organically morph and 

mould new layers of understanding, forgiveness and active 

shedding of the things that I cannot change,” she said. 

“Transmuting the vulnerable and shining a light on the 

unknown parts of myself. 

“Finding peace and fire in what I can create.” 

Ebony Hickey is a Haitian born, Australian contemporary artist 

with an interest in interrogating concepts of individuality, 

adoption, sexuality, queerness and black identity. Hickey draws 

on her life experience to inform the creation of her expressive 

sculptural forms, employing a diverse assortment of materials to 

compose her work. Her practice is bold and politically engaged, 

responding to issues that affect her communities with a strong 

visual language she continues to explore.  

Ebony says her video Divine Make-up, in which she puts herself 

in the frame, is a message of strength and hope for inter-

country and bi-racial adoptees on a journey of self-discovery. 
https://vimeo.com/451474566 

Peter Waples-Crowe, a Ngarigo person from Tumbarumba in 

southern NSW, is a multidisciplinary artist whose practice 

explores the intersection of an Indigenous queer identity, 

spirituality and Australia’s ongoing colonisation. Influenced by 

his adoption and a later reconnection with his Ngarigo heritage, 

Peter’s art comments on the world as a contested site for his 

multiple identities. Peter says his art spells out his tribal name 

Ngurran, given to him by one of his elders.  

“Why am I constantly on the outside?” Peter wrote in 2019 

about short documentary and solo art show InsideOUT. 

“I’m so familiar with that position that it’s my go to, my stable, 

the way I see the world. I’m on the outside of the queer 

community because of my Ngarigo identity and I’m on the 

outside of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community 

because I’m queer.” 

Lisa Waup, a mixed-cultural First Peoples multidisciplinary 

artist, curator and mother, born in Naarm (Melbourne) says 

making art over the years has helped her through life’s journey. 

“My art has given me a place to be able to process and to 

express my life’s path – one that was altered at birth. 

“It has been a long road, and it will be a lifelong process for me 

to find lost, stolen and hidden family.” 

The Dax Centre, part of SANE, provides artists with lived 

experience of mental health issues opportunities for creative 

expression while fostering social change by expanding the 

public’s awareness of mental illness and breaking down stigma 

through art. Learn more at www.daxcentre.org/whats-on 

Listen to radio segment on The Wire about Adopted here: 
https://www.thewire.org.au/story/art-exhibition-to-increase-awareness-

of-mental-health/ 

Better still, go along to the Dax Centre and immerse yourself in 

the works of art by these four remarkable artists.   

Lisa Waup, oneness (installation view), 2022,  
ink and mixed media on cotton rag paper, 336 x 760 cm (overall) 

Ebony Hickey’s video Divine Make-Up  

‘not here to teach, here to strive” (link below) 

https://vimeo.com/451474566
http://www.daxcentre.org/whats-on?fbclid=IwAR0ySWi6U8wpDCX0tvWGcYbgHJRrYJf65jzrq964a5euSnnHWqUZdT-IzeA
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Creative Expression Workshops 

 

From the cover ‘Ching Chong – Covid edition 2’ by Gabby Malpas 
Watercolour and gouache on Arches paper 

‘Ching Chong’ The schoolyard taunt that was said in jest and fun nearly every day that 
still haunts me 5 decades later. 

They often say: “words can’t hurt”, but to a child who faces this from bullies every day 
then to be told to get over it, not to listen or worse, dismissal of the event, this child grew 
up to be full of rage and anger. 

Blue and white porcelain is possibly China’s most coveted export over many centuries.  
Most grand houses in Europe and the UK had a ‘Chinese room’, filled with sumptuous 
textiles, wall coverings and porcelain from China. 

However, it wasn’t until very recently that an actual Chinese person would be welcomed into such homes as a 
social equal.  https://gabbymalpas.com 

Three choices, you decide! 
After a long period of conducting so much of our lives 
online, community events are happening again and a 
lot of us are returning to face to face meetings and 
groups. In planning our free workshops for 2023 we 
had some great options to choose from so we decided 
the best way to do that would be to ask you which 
ones you would like us to run.  

Please let us know if you would like to participate in 
any of the three options - art, writing or textiles 
workshops. None of them require any prior 
knowledge or skill. 

On offer to mothers: a six week Art Therapy course 
with Michele Hutchins or a four part Writing As 
Therapy course with Sian Prior.   

On offer to adoptees: a six week Art Therapy course 
with Michele Hutchins; a four part Writing As Therapy 
course with Sian Prior or a one day textiles workshop 
with Nicole Kemp.  

You can read more detail about each of these below 
and overleaf. You are welcome to put in an expression 
of interest for more than one. If there is a lot of 
interest in all the workshops we will seek funding to 
run all three.  

                               A six week Art Therapy course in 2023 

        One in February/March, one in June/July 

             One course for mothers and one for adoptees 

        with MICHELE HUTCHINS 
 

Art Therapy is an opportunity to use creativity and imagery  

as a vehicle for self-expression and self-care. 
 

No artistic ability or experience is necessary! 
 

Art therapy is especially effective in working with people who have experienced trauma.  

Using a variety of art materials in a safe space for participants to create without judgment,  

the process offers profound access to feelings and memories that cannot always  

be expressed in words. Each session includes time for participants to share  

personal insights with each other if they wish to. Guided mindfulness  

and meditative practices will also be used to ground 

participants during the process.  

 

“Thank you Michele. You are incredible. I feel like I have done more self healing in 6 sessions than I have in 10 years.” 

 

https://gabbymalpas.com
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Creative Expression Workshops 

a course for mothers and a course for adoptees  
March and April 2023  

 
Following the very successful workshops held online in 2020, VANISH is now 
partnering with Dr Sian Prior to offer her full four part course in person, in 
Melbourne. Sian is a writer, broadcaster and writing teacher. She has a doctorate 

in Creative Writing from RMIT, where she taught in the Professional Writing and Editing Associate Degree 
for many years. She teaches short courses in Feature Writing, Creative Non Fiction and Writing As Therapy.  

In each session Sian will lead you through a series of ideas and exercises in therapeutic writing, using a 
variety of techniques and exploring the methods that might work best for you. No experience is necessary 
and grammar, spelling and writing ability are irrelevant. All participants need 
to bring is an urge to express themselves, a journal or notepad and a pen.  
 
   Part 1) The Situation and the Story  Part 2) The Made Up Self  

   Part 3) The Savage Mind     Part 4) The Honest Self  
 

To express interest please email or call VANISH telling us if you want to join 
the mothers course or the adoptees course. If  you are unable to attend a 
Melbourne course in person, please submit an expression of interest to 
participate online so we can monitor demand for that.  

 “Therapeutic writing can also help us rediscover our playful selves” 

Writing As Therapy - Four Part Course 

 

COMMON THREADS 
One Day Textile Workshops for Adoptees  

March or April 2023 
 

Common Threads is a one day workshop for adopted people to come together to 

explore their thoughts, feelings and reactions to their personal experiences and 

express these through creating a small textile square. These squares will then be 

joined to form part of a greater piece which explores and identifies the common 

threads of being adopted in a tangible, tactile, and textural art form. Participants will 

be supported to find both their individual and collective voice.   

One workshop will be in Melbourne and one regional according to demand 

The project will be led by Nicole Kemp, a textile artist with 30 years experience in delivering art classes and 

workshops. Nicole loves to encourage people to explore their own ideas and 

themes using textiles, teaching specific techniques to help build confidence. She 

is passionate about community connection and aims to provide a caring and 

safe environment where everyone is valued.  

The workshops will be co-facilitated by SallyRose Carbines who is a creative 

adoptee, qualified community worker and experienced adoptee support group 

facilitator.  Nicole and SallyRose will combine each participants final textile 

square to create a final whole piece which will then be shown.  
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Member Contributions 

 

 

 

The most difficult letter I ever wrote. 

When I decided I was strong enough to start searching 
for my biological mother, it turned out she had been 
searching for me and had left a letter for me. My search 
was over before it began which was a huge relief. When I 
wrote my first letter to her, I did put a lot of effort into it 
and wrote a lot of drafts before it was sent. But at least I 
already knew that she wanted to know me. The fear of 
rejection still nagged away at me, but at the same time I 
had a feeling it would be ok. 

The next letter I wrote was 
to my biological father. I 
knew that he knew about 
me but I didn’t know if he 
would be interested or not. 
Somehow that letter was 
not as daunting as writing 
to my mother - I felt like I 
could handle his response 

regardless of what he had to say. Maybe I was less 
attached to the outcome because I already had a 
relationship with my mother by then and we had 
become very close and things were going well.  

The most difficult letter I ever had to write though, was 
to my Dad. I wanted to write to him to tell him I had 
searched for and found my biological father but just the 
thought of it made me feel anxious and sick to the 
stomach. I was so worried about hurting his feelings. It 
felt as if there was a risk of losing him or of our 

relationship changing in a way that could never be 
undone. He had been supportive when I found my 
mother, he had invited her to the family home and 
shown her all the photo albums and told her about my 
late adoptive Mum. He might have just been on his best 
behaviour but he really did seem happy for me.  

This was different though, I had to make sure he 
understood that me wanting to meet my other father 
didn’t mean that he wasn’t good enough. I found myself 
writing about what had been a monumentally life 
changing decision, as if it were a trip to the supermarket. 
I downplayed it to the extreme, providing lots of reasons 
why this man would not be a threat – he lived a long way 
away and didn’t travel, he was broke, I even said he 
sounded like a bit of a jerk!  

When we next met I asked him if he received my letter 
and he said yes. He seemed unbothered. I asked him if 
he was upset and he looked genuinely surprised, asking 
me “Why would I be upset?” We talked about my plans 
to go and meet my biological father which was a 
conversation about logistics more than anything. That 
night as I lay in bed replaying the discussion in my head, I 
realised that my Dad had no insecurities whatsoever 
about being my father. He wasn’t an overly confident 
man but he was sure that he was my Dad. It was the kind 
of self-assuredness I wished I could have. All my fretting 
and over-thinking had been a waste of time and energy. 
Either that, or he put on a very good show.   

Stephanie 

 

Ebook from Author Brendan Gleeson 

Brendan Gleeson is a social scientist and was Director of 
the Melbourne Sustainability Institute (2014-21). His 
scholarship has included a substantial amount of work 
on disability and social vulnerability. He is also an 
adopted person. Brendan recently wrote to us saying: 

“I recently published Nocturnes: a Passage of Dreams, a 
book which tells the story of how in the past few years, 
in my mid 50s, I finally began to seriously address the 
long repressed anguishes of my adoption.   

Nocturnes had a strange genesis and ultimately healing 
conclusion in 2020.  At the time I was experiencing 
profound relationship hurt and this seemed to open the 
window finally on to my original adoption grief.  I 
experienced a few months of extraordinary dreams 
which I was helped to understand week to week by my 
psychotherapist, the widely and well regarded Elizabeth 
Barnao.  Ostensibly about the hurts and dramas of that 
year, I learned that the dreams were really a bubbling up 
of that early injury.  The dream sequence ended at 
Christmas and I felt that I had finally passed out of a long 
cycle of repressed grief.  It was not about losing the 

adoption grief (impossible, and why?) but learning to 
live with it, and no longer being so frightened and 
controlled by it. 

I wrote the dreams up each morning upon awakening in 
a poetic style that seemed to insist upon itself.  I have 
always been interested in poetry, but this strange event 
was my first experience really of writing it.  After this I 
wrote an essay to try and understand what I had been 
through, going back to my original adoption story. 

I wrote the dreams and the story only for myself and for 
analysis with Elizabeth.  But afterwards she thought they 
should be shared to help others carrying adoption (and 
other) griefs.  I showed the story and poems to some 
close friends, including writers who felt the same 
way.  The result is the self published book Nocturnes.“ 

Brendan told us that Nocturnes: A Passage of Dreams is 
available through online booksellers and he also shares 
it freely in ebook form.  A PDF version can be 
downloaded here https://www.shielstreetpress.com/ 

Also see New Books in the Library on page 11. 

https://www.shielstreetpress.com/publications
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25th October 2022  

10th Anniversary of the Victorian  

Parliamentary Apology for Past Adoption Practices 
                 

Parliament House, Spring Street 

Starting with a vigil on the steps at 10.00am 

Light refreshments will be provided 
  

  Individuals affected by past adoption practices in Victoria 

are invited to join us in commemorating the 

Apology and reflecting on its outcomes. 
  

RSVP to ARMS or VANISH by 20th October 

VANISH: email info@vanish.org.au or call (03) 9328 8611 

ARMS Vic: email arms@armsvic.org.au 

 
 VANISH Invitations 

 

VANISH Annual General Meeting  

4.00– 6.00pm Friday 18th November 2022  
 

Radisson on Flagstaff Gardens Hotel, 380 William St, Melbourne  
 

FROM ADOPTION DECEPTION TO DONOR CONCEPTION  

A presentation and discussion with 

Dr Penny Zagarelou-Mackieson and Dr Lauren Burns 

Penny is a social worker, de-adopted person and author of Adoption Deception. Lauren is an aeronautical 
engineer, advocate and author of Triple Helix: My donor-conceived story. Both have appeared extensively in 
the media sharing their extraordinary stories. Together they will present on the parallels between 
adoption and donor conception in terms of policies, practices and the impacts.  Their presentation will be 
followed by a discussion and Q&A. 

 

Light refreshments will be provided 

Please RSVP by Monday 14th November by email info@vanish.org.au or phone (03) 9328 8611 

Voting by Proxy If you are a VANISH member and unable to attend but would like to vote by proxy, please 
contact us for proxy forms. Proxy votes must be received no less than 24 hours before the meeting.  

mailto:info@vanish.org.au
mailto:arms@armsvic.org.au
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Reckoning with the Primal Wound by Rebecca Autumn Sansom  

Free Film Screening in Melbourne - Monday 21st November 2022 
Rebecca Autumn Sansom is a New York documentary film maker whose latest offering, 'Reckoning with the Primal 
Wound' is about reckoning with relinquishment trauma and the cultural phenomenon that is author Nancy Verrier’s 
landmark book The Primal Wound. It is the only film about this important topic produced by an adoptee and first 
mother that features Verrier herself along with psychologists Dr. David Brodzinsky and 
Dr. Amanda Baden. First published in 1993, Verrier's work remains the starting point for 
many adopted people when they begin to explore their experience.  

Book your free tickets here: 
https://events.humanitix.com/reckoning-with-the-primal-wound-free-film-screening 

For details contact VANISH (03) 9328 8611 or Lauren 0478 730 935.     
For more information about the film: www.reckoningwiththeprimalwound.com  

News & Events 

 Ross House, 247 Flinders Lane, Melbourne   

 4th Floor - Hayden Raysmith Room (Disability friendly building) 

 6pm - 8pm Film screening 

 8pm - 9pm Discussion and refreshments  

 

Adoption, DNA, and the impact on a concealed life | 
TedTalk by Ruth Monnig at 
Duke University, North 
Carolina, describes life as an 
adoptee and the impact a DNA 
test has on her.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jL4lnvQ1wVU 
 

WA - King Edward Memorial Hospital removes 
'offensive' forced adoption apology amid redress fight  
Holding up the adoption certificate she reluctantly 
signed as a 15-year-old mother, Lisa Moore still struggles 
to contain her outrage over the events of 40 years ago. 
Ms Moore is backing calls for Western Australia to follow 
Victoria and hold a fresh inquiry. Adoptees who and 
have been pushing for a WA inquiry, had a small but 

significant win. Photo: Adoptee 
Jen McRae and mother Lynne 
Devine of ARMS WA who are 
pushing for an inquiry into 
forced adoptions in WA. 
https://ab.co/3MCCGFw 

 

Discovering you are not who you thought you were 
with Lynelle Long from ICAV & Sarah Burn from PARC. 
Today, adoption and donor conception records are more 
transparent . Many Australians are searching their 
ancestry and sometimes discovering startling knowledge 
about their heritage. What does this new knowledge do 
to your sense of self, and your spiritual convictions or 
values?  Listen on ABC radio: https://ab.co/3ThzD7K  

Queensland: Speaking up about Forced Adoption 
Vivienne Timmermans kept her 
pregnancy a secret from her mother 
until the day she thought she was 
going to give birth. After that, it 
would take another 18 years before 

she would tell another soul. Vivienne says she knows 
other mothers are living in silence, thinking that there's 
no-one to talk to which is why she started a support 
group in Esk called You Gave Me A Voice.  
Listen on ABC radio: https://ab.co/3S5hvgy 
Read the online article: https://ab.co/3S5hvgy 

Is open adoption a solution to the out-of-home care 
crisis? Listen to Peter Capomolla-Moore, president of 
Adoptee Rights Australia Deirdre Cheers, CEO of 
Barnardos and Professor Amy Conley Wright, director of 
the Research Centre for Children and Families at the 
University of Sydney debate whether or not open 
adoption is the solution for Australia’s children in out-of-
home care. https://ab.co/3yNmA6d 

New Gestational Surrogacy Research Published  
New research evaluating the gestational surrogacy 
experiences of American women reveals that surrogate 
pregnancies are much higher-risk pregnancies than non-
surrogate pregnancies, with three times higher odds of 
resulting in a cesarean section, five times more likely to 
deliver at an earlier gestational age, significantly higher 
likelihood of postpartum depression and higher 
likelihood of adverse outcomes during a surrogate 
pregnancy.  https://bit.ly/Surrogateresearch 

 

  

https://events.humanitix.com/reckoning-with-the-primal-wound-free-film-screening
http://www.reckoningwiththeprimalwound.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jL4lnvQ1wVU
https://ab.co/3S5hvgy
https://ab.co/3S5hvgy
https://ab.co/3yNmA6d
https://cbc-network.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=854a02957234313d134e9865d&id=b329c5ad44&e=246f314b75
https://bit.ly/Surrogateresearch
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New Books in the Library 

 

 

 

 

NOCTURNES: A PASSAGE OF DREAMS  
By Brendan Gleeson 

Nocturnes: A Passage of 
Dreams is a play about 
grief and love. Their 
primal intimacy is its 
story. Nocturnes thinks 
that what was painfully 
learned about love and 
grief in the early 20th 
century remains 
troublingly true.  Julia 
Kristeva puts it well: 
"...the insolence of the 
Freudian discovery was 
to show this: there is no 
love but failed love". 

Here is to failed love. May we survive it, learn from 
it, and outlive it.   

Beauty can emerge from pain as Brendan Gleeson 
demonstrates with this powerful evocation. The 
scope of his vision and imagination is remarkable, 
as is the evidence of growth. Brendan has always 
written with poetic flair. In this collection of poems 
and essays he taps into his dreams and lets his 
poetic brain free.  Julianne Schultz AM FAHA. - from 
the back cover 

 

ADOPTION, MEMORY, AND COLD WAR 
GREECE Kid pro quo? By Gonda Van Steen 

 

This book presents a 
committed quest to 
unravel and document 
the postwar adoption 
networks that placed 
more than 3,000 Greek 
children in the United 
States, in a movement 
accelerated by the 
aftermath of the Greek 
Civil War and by the new 
conditions of the global 
Cold War.  

Greek-to-American 
adoptions and, regrettably, also their transactions 
and transgressions, provided the blueprint for the 
first large-scale international adoptions, well before 
these became a mass phenomenon typically 
associated with Asian children.  

The story of these Greek postwar and Cold War 
adoptions, whose procedures ranged from legal to 
highly irregular, has never been told or analyzed 
before.  - Amazon 

 

 

NO STONE LEFT UNTURNED 
A relentless pursuit of the truth to uncover biological 
parentage. By  Colin Carruthers 

"I doubt that another 
human being will tread 
this same unconventional 
path." This is an intimate 
and emotive account of 
an adult adoptee's 
journey as he spent 
nearly three decades 
searching for his 
biological parents. 
Capturing his thoughts, 
emotions and physical 
encounters along the 
way, this rollercoaster 

ride demonstrates the determination and resilience 
of an adopted person to achieve his personal quest.  

There's no doubt that this account will provide 
support, comfort, and inspiration to those thinking 
of searching for their biological parents, and those 
who have already started out on this journey, as 
well as those interested in wider adoption matters. 
Discover the relentless challenges and amazing 
encounters faced in pursuit of the truth when no 
stone is left unturned.  - Booktopia 

 

LIGHT ON ADOPTION  
By Rabekah Scott-Heart 

Light on Adoption weaves 
my story, my research and 
adoptee voices, exposing 
the invisible underbelly of 
the happy-ever-after myth 
of adoption. It is a 
summation of the 
knowledge I’ve acquired 
over decades of searching, 
learning, and healing the 
wound of separation, 
adoption loss and grief. 

I wrote this book to 
illuminate the hidden 

world I have inhabited as an adoptee. It’s been a 
scary undertaking to expose some of my secrets, and 
perhaps be viewed as an ungrateful adoptee! But I’ve 
been compelled to speak up and speak out about 
some of the lesser known realties of adoption. I hope 
that our adoptee stories will continue to come to 
light, and that our voices will become more audible 
within the broader community chorus. - from the 
website 
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Mail: PO Box 112, Carlton South 3053 Ph:   (03) 9328 8611 or  
Website: www.vanish.org.au            1300 826 474   
Email:   info@vanish.org.au            (1300 VANISH) 
ABN 35 582 901 627 

 

 

 
 
 

ALBURY:   
Albury Library Museum, 540 Kiewa Street 
ADOPTED PERSONS 10.30am - 12.30pm 

November 12 

MIXED GROUP 10.30am - 12.30pm  
(Adopted Persons, Natural and Adoptive Parents)  

December 10 
 

BALLARAT:   
ADOPTED PERSONS 10.30am - 12.30pm 

Eastwood Leisure Complex, 20 Eastwood Street 
November 19 

 

 

 
 
 

MELBOURNE:   
Please register to reserve your place 

 
VANISH Office, 1st Fl, 50 Howard Street,  

North Melbourne 
ADOPTED PERSONS 7.30 - 9.30pm,  

October 25, November 22 
 

ZOOM:   
ADOPTED PERSONS 6.30 - 8.30pm 

Please register to reserve your place 
December 14 

 

VANISH SUPPORT GROUPS 
All groups are for adults 18+ 

All enquiries: please call or email VANISH (see details below) 

VANISH Committee of Management VACANCY 

The Committee of Management comprises people who have a relevant personal experience and who have 
skills or experience relevant to the governance and leadership of VANISH.  
 
There is currently a vacancy in the following category:  
 

“Biological or Natural Parent Category, namely a natural parent, a donor parent  

or a surrogate mother of persons eligible for the offspring category of eligibility.” 
 

If you have personal experience as described above, possess relevant Board/Committee skills and experience 
and/or have a relevant skill set that will support VANISH to achieve its purpose and objectives, you are aligned 
with VANISH values and policy positions and interested in joining the COM please contact the Manager, 
Charlotte Smith on (03) 9328 8611 or email manager@vanish.org.au. 

All Committee of Management members are required to undergo security checks prior to appointment.   

Nomination forms must be signed by a Committee member and accompanied by a biographical 
statement. Nominations must be delivered, posted or emailed to the Secretary via the VANISH office  

to be received no later than 5pm on Friday 4th November 2022. 

Please call the VANISH office to receive a nomination form 


