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From the Manager’s Desk
At our AGM this year we thanked and farewelled
COM member Lyn Moore and welcomed new COM
member Hannah Spanswick. Many of you will know
Hannah through her long involvement with VANISH
and we are delighted to have her back.

Dear VANISH members, friends and
colleagues,
Well the year is drawing to a close and after such a
long time under restrictions we are finally able to
enjoy some freedom and holidays. It has been a
tough year for many. We particularly feel for those
who lost loved ones and were not able to hold or
attend funerals and also those whose reunions or
meetings with found relatives could not go ahead.

This edition of the newsletter includes some
powerful stories and poetry and we are very grateful
to the contributors for these. I hope you find the
contents interesting and always welcome your
feedback.

Managing to keep our services operating this year
was an achievement in itself. Like so many, we have
been working from home since March and I am very
grateful to the staff for their amazing adaptability
and commitment. Despite the challenges, we have
prevailed and are now feeling much more hopeful
about resuming our normal lives again.

Please stay safe and
well over the holiday
period and I look
forward to
connecting with you
again in 2021.
Warm regards,

Since our last newsletter we bade a sad farewell to
Liz Tomlinson, please read our piece about Liz on
page 2. We also gladly welcomed back Gail Holstock
who has re-joined the team after nine months away.

Charlotte Smith,
Manager.

Counselling Service Update
In the past VANISH has secured additional funding to run counselling
services out of North Melbourne and Western Victoria. We have
advocated for these funds to be continuous so that we can meet the
steady demand for this service but unfortunately we have not been
successful and are now closing this service until it can be properly
funded. This is hard to do when even though we can still provide
support, we know that sometimes our service users need a series of
counselling sessions to deal with what they are facing at the time. We
repeatedly hear feedback from our service users that having access to
free counselling with a specialist who understands adoption has been
healing and empowering for them.
Thankfully there is an increased understanding of trauma amongst
mental health professionals and we do have a list of therapists we can
refer to. However, it is also true that many therapists have little or no
understanding of adoption and clients can end up having to educate
them during their sessions. This is why we are passionate about an
integrated specialist counselling service within VANISH that people can
use if and when they need to.
VANISH will continue to advocate for this service to be funded. If you
would like to join in our efforts, please do write to your MP or to the
Attorney General or both, explaining why it is so important that people
affected by past adoption policies and practices have a dedicated
counselling service at VANISH and asking them to take action on this
matter. Your letter or email is likely to have an impact if you send it to
individual politicians rather than a list of them. Please let us know if you
hear back and what they have to say. If you would prefer to send your
comments to us for forwarding, you are most welcome to.
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The VANISH Team
Charlotte Smith
Manager
Patricia Navaretti,
Tracey Hudson,
Gail Holstock
Search & Support Workers
Lorna Sleightholm
Receptionist/Administrator
Flavia Leser
Accountant
Andrea Phillips
Legal (volunteer)

VANISH Updates
A big thank you once again to Liz Tomlinson, looking
forward to meeting her one day. Liz was very
supportive in my early years of searches” (David,
Adopted Person)

Farewell to Liz Tomlinson
This November we said farewell Liz Tomlinson after
13 years with VANISH. For the past seven years Liz
successfully performed three roles: Search & Support
Worker, Coordinator and Counsellor. It is largely due
to her professionalism and the fact that she is so hardworking and well-organised that she has managed to
juggle these roles so very well.

Liz’s response on leaving was “It has been a pleasure
and a privilege to be part of the VANISH team for a
number of years. I would like to thank VANISH for my
employment and the many opportunities made
available to me as a VANISH
representative. I was fortunate to
have joined VANISH at a time when
there was change in the air;
beginning with the handing down of
the 2012 Senate Enquiry, culminating
in State Apologies and finally the
National Apology for Forced
Adoptions in Canberra; this was an
experience I will not forget, it was a
privilege to be involved and witness
such a significant event for the
adoption community.

Liz is an extremely skilled
searcher and support worker,
showing great empathy and
sensitivity. Her priority has
always been our service users
and in turn our service users
have greatly appreciated Liz as
reflected in the wonderful
comments fed back through the
satisfaction survey and the
many emails and cards that she
and the team have received.
In their letter to Liz, the VANISH
Committee of Management said
“we express our sincere thanks
to you, Liz for the amazing
contribution you have made to
VANISH by undertaking a
variety of roles over the years.
On behalf of the adoption community, we have valued
your high level of competency and professionalism in
your search work and the empathy, sensitivity and
respect you have shown not only to individuals using
VANISH’s services but to the other members of the
staff team and Committee of Management on various
working groups. You have been an exemplary role
model to us all.”

I would like to acknowledge and
thank our service users who place
their trust in VANISH services, often
at a time when they are feeling most
vulnerable. I was constantly in awe of
the strength, resilience and humour
displayed as we worked together, it was indeed a
humbling experience.
Finally, I would like to pay tribute to my colleagues
who everyday display immense professionalism and
compassion in their roles for our service users and
VANISH. In particular, I would like to acknowledge
the amazing search and support workers who I have
worked alongside throughout the years and who have
given me unreserved support in my role as search and
support coordinator and counsellor, thank you.”

Liz provided an invaluable counselling service that
made a difference in people’s lives.

Liz, we appreciate all that you have done and wish
you the very best for whatever comes next.

“Liz made me feel that I was the only client she was
dealing with. Very special and understanding” (Gail,
Adopted Person)

VOLUNTEER WITH US!
Would you like to support VANISH through volunteering your time and energy? We are currently in need of the
following knowledge, skills and experience for assistance with specific projects or areas of work:
 Advertising & Marketing
 Social media
 Publication design

 Online research
 Digitisation of archives

For more information about what volunteering with VANISH involves and how to apply, please call or email us using
the contact details on the back cover. Volunteers can work from a variety of locations and will receive training plus
expenses. All volunteers are subject to the government required screening checks including a police check.
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News
Jigsaw Podcasts

It took 32 years
Jigsaw has produced a
series of informative
podcasts including
interviews with people
affected by adoption and
with professionals.

Li Jingzhi spent more
than three decades
searching for her son,
Mao Yin, who was
kidnapped in 1988 and
sold. She had almost
given up hope of ever
seeing him again, but in
May she finally got the
call she had been waiting
for. For further reading go to: https://bit.ly/
FoundKidnappedSon

Listen to the podcasts
here:
https://
www.jigsawqueensland.com/podcast
Topics include:
Hilary – a mother’s story
Dr Helen Riley on Late Discovery
Sue – a Late Discovery Adoptees story
Trevor Jordan - Advocacy for Social Change
Kerri Saint - Association for Adoptees
Heather – a mother’s story
Damon Martin - International Social Service
Barton Williams - A Vietnamese adoptee of Operation
Babylift
Gary Coles - Father's Day
Professor Nahum Mushin - Forced Adoption Apology
Reference Group

Ireland - European Commission to
investigate Mother & Baby Homes
The European Commission is to investigate
allegations about the Irish State’s treatment of women
in mother and baby homes. It is also to investigate
allegations about the way the State has treated
survivors of those homes. Earlier this year, the
Coalition of Mother and Baby Homes Survivors in
Ireland petitioned the commission for an
investigation. In early October, the commission told
the coalition their petition for an investigation has
been “declared admissible”.
https://bit.ly/IrelandinvestigateMotherBabyHomes

The first 2021 episode will feature psychotherapist,
adoptee and author, Pam Cordano. Pam will help set a
course for a year of building the foundations for a
meaningful life. Pam’s episode will air in the final
week of January.

The lower house late October, decided the fate of the
archive collected by the state inquiry into Mother and
Baby homes. It passed a controversial bill by 78 votes
to 67 with all but two non-Government TDs opposed.
Apart from a database which is being sent to the child
and family agency, Tusla, the records will be sealed for
the next 30 years. The Government will breach
European and Irish law by sealing mother and baby
home records. Read further:
https://www.irishexaminer.com/news/arid40070294.html

Nadean Stone: 40 Year Journey To
Find Her Croatian Birth Parents
Ancestry DNA found Nadean’s birth
father’s family in June 2017 when
his daughter tested.
Her story begins in Canada, where
between 1945 and 1973, almost
350,000 unmarried Canadian
mothers were persuaded, coerced,
or forced into giving their babies up
for adoption. Many babies were
illegally given away, like a puppy at the pound, for a
nominal donation to the church. Nadean shared that,
“On Christmas Eve, 1952 I became one of those babies.
From the moment my grandmother disclosed the
story of my adoption, my birthday wish every year
was to find my mother.” Nadean started her search in
1973 when she was 20. Nadean Stone wrote her
memoir, No Stone Unturned, take a look on page 10.
News report here: https://bit.ly/
NadeanStoneCroatianBirth

AGM Presentation by
Sharon Kaplan Roszia
“Seven Core Issues in Adoption and Permanency: A
Comprehensive Guide to Promoting Understanding and Healing
In Adoption, Foster Care, Kinship Families and Third Party
Reproduction”
Sharon’s presentation at our AGM in November, was
extremely well received and will be available to access in the
new year. A link will be in the next VOICE newsletter and on
our website.
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Member Contributions
Adoption, Deception, and DNA Questions
by Dr Penny Mackieson
Trigger Warning: this article and photograph describe
how babies were removed from their mothers through
past and forced adoption practices in hospitals in
Victoria and some of the repercussions of those
practices, content which some readers might find
triggering.
*****

informed and voluntary consent, and ‘openness’
through ongoing contact or information exchange
between adopted children and their natural families.
For past adoptions, the changes include provisions
enabling adoptees and other relevant parties to access
written records and identifying information about
natural relatives from whom they were separated.

Coercion and secrecy were common aspects of the up
to 250,000 formal adoptions arranged in Australia
from the 1950s to the 1980s. The population affected
is substantial – it includes the adoptees, their natural
and adoptive parents, siblings and extended family
members, and their partners, children and subsequent
descendants.

Some argue this demonstrates Australia has learned
from its past mistakes and that contemporary open
adoptions differ from and overcome many of the
problems of past adoptions. But these arguments
overlook the inherently coercive context of adoptions
from the statutory child welfare system and the
continuing practice of legally fabricating adoptees’
birth records and genealogical identities in
contemporary open adoptions (and other family
formation methods), and continuing impacts of the
legal fabrication of adoptees’ birth records for those
affected by historical adoptions. As argued by Kenny,
Higgins & Morley (2015, p. 1):

Yet, empirical research in Australia on historical
forced and closed adoptions is limited, and
longitudinal research non-existent. Core to the small
research base are several studies undertaken by the
Australian Institute of Family Studies and Monash
University’s five-year research project on the history
of adoption in Australia. Numerous publications by
both research groups highlight that many people have
experienced unanticipated consequences from past
adoption practices and continue to experience
associated harms.

While adoption practices in Australia have
undergone considerable change since the
1984s, it is evident that the effects of forced
adoption and family separation are still very
much a part of the current lived experience
for the many thousands of people involved.
Further, concerns have been raised that
identify the similarities existing between past
adoption policies and practices and current
child protection policies in some jurisdictions
(e.g., permanency planning practices that
focus on adoption rather than reunification
or long-term out-of-home care) and
alternative methods of family formation that
are increasingly being used (e.g., intercountry adoption, surrogacy and assisted
reproduction technologies).

Recognition of the harms led to the formal apologies
for historical adoptions made by the federal, state and
territory governments from 2010 to 2013.
Notwithstanding, the Victorian Government’s apology
of 2012 and the national apology of 2013 have so far
failed to generate any reform in relation to a major
issue for many people adopted in Victoria in the
context of pre-1980s policies and practices – namely,
legal cancellation of their original birth certificate and
erasure of their identity, and replacement with an
officially fabricated legal identity and birth certificate.
The Victorian Law Reform Commission’s Review of
the Adoption Act 1984 Report (2017, p. 96) noted:

A consequence of the legal change to their birth
certificate and identity for many people adopted
during early childhood before the 1980s is that they
grew up unaware of their adoption. It is commonplace
for adoptees to make this discovery in adulthood,
often accidentally, in response to which they can be
shocked and their lives dramatically disrupted. In
2016, for example, in New South Wales, Peter
Capomolla Moore inadvertently discovered he was
adopted through the results of a commercial DNA test:

For many people affected by past closed and
forced adoptions, the amended birth
certificate symbolises the serious problems
they see with adoption… Their birth
certificates represent erasure of their past
and fabrication of their birth; a re-writing of
their identity … and dishonesty and injustice
which must be corrected
Since the 1980s, beginning in Victoria with its
Adoption Act 1988, significant changes have been made
to adoption laws across Australia. For new adoptions,
these include provisions intended to ensure parents’

As the reality dawned on me, I realised
everything I thought I’d known about my
identity was wrong. The family tree I’d so
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Member Contributions
painstakingly researched for years didn’t
belong to me at all. Confused and shocked, I
felt betrayed by my parents… Discovering at
99 that I was adopted turned my life upside
down.

newborns tucked neatly into conjoined cribs – like
packages sorted into pigeon-holes, evoking those
used for sorting mail in the local Post Office in
eastern Victoria that my adoptive parents operated
from our home from the time I was adopted until I
went to University.

Despite his shock on discovering his adoption,
Capomolla Moore keenly pursued contact with his
natural parents and their families.
Those informed early of their adoption can also feel
compelled to search for their natural parents. For
example, in 2015, in Victoria, Sarah O’Sullivan, who
was abandoned as a newborn in 1998 and
subsequently adopted by her foster parents, publicly
appealed for information about her natural parents
who she had been seeking for some time.
Sarah O’Sullivan may have been delivered alone by
her mother outside a hospital environment, possibly
with no one else knowing of her pregnancy. In
contrast, the more than 45,000 infants formally
adopted in Victoria from 1945 to 1975 were
predominantly born in hospitals, and their mothers
had often also spent time beforehand with other
young women ‘concealing’ their ex-nuptial
pregnancies in one of the numerous ‘mothers and
babies homes’ operated, mostly by church
organisations, for that purpose. The mothers were
generally not allowed, however, to have a support
person with them during labour – now unthinkable,
even during the current COVID-19 crisis, given the
many known benefits of this practice.

Southern Health Monash Medical Centre Historical
Collection from the Collection of Queen Victoria Women's
Centre, 214 Lonsdale Street, Melbourne, Victoria

The realisation that hospital maternity wards in
Australia were once crammed with babies who were
rudely separated from their mothers is now jarring.
This is especially so given growing evidence of a
range of health and development benefits to mothers
and their newborns from maintaining close physical
contact with each other and potential harms from not
doing so, and increased risk of mis-identifying babies
in such circumstances.

The largest women’s hospitals – the Royal Women’s
Hospital (RWH) and the Queen Victoria Hospital
(QVH) – were the most intimately and extensively
involved in facilitating the adoption of babies born to
unmarried mothers in Victoria. Social workers at the
RWH supported early placement of infants for
adoption and, as a result, the hospital’s nurseries
were often filled with newborn babies awaiting
placement. A nurse employed at the RWH, as quoted
in the Senate Committee’s report on the
Commonwealth Contribution to Former Forced
Adoption Policies and Practices (2012, p. 65),
described the practices involved as follows:

Internationally, ongoing concern about the potential
for accidental and non-accidental baby misidentification in busy maternity wards has generated
a specialised field of research on strategies and
technologies for its prevention.
Here in Australia, forensic DNA testing is now
available to quickly clarify any suspected cases of
baby mis-identification in hospitals – unlike in the
past. Nevertheless, hospital staff and administrators
would be cognisant of the considerable distress and
potential repercussions that even a temporary switch
of newborns can cause – for example, following an
accidental switch of babies in a single breastfeeding
incident.

we had taken babies from their mothers at
birth, without them holding or even seeing
their child... The babies stayed in the nurseries
in the hospital waiting to be adopted,
sometimes for months, their only contact
being with the nurses such as myself who
cared for them on a daily basis… it wasn't the
same as being cared for by their mother.

But what about baby mis-identifications that
occurred prior to the availability of DNA testing?
Allegations of poor, unethical and unlawful hospital
practices associated with historical adoptions have,
understandably, generally been made by mothers
whose babies were taken from them. But if the
mothers did not get to see or hold their babies, how
would they know if their baby was mis-identified?

Attitudes were similar at the QVH. The photo below
shows three nurses at the QVH tending to at least 20
5
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Peter Capomolla Moore’s story shows how
commercial DNA testing can inadvertently reveal the
historical secret of their adoption to an adoptee.

records was not actually theirs, and their reunion of
more than 20 years was with the wrong mother and
family.

Commercial DNA testing can also inadvertently
reveal another secret to an adoptee – even an
adoptee who has always known of their adoption.
Years after having accessed their official adoption
records and successfully searched for, and
established long-term relationships with, their
‘natural’ family, commercial DNA testing can reveal
to an adoptee that they were mis-identified as a
newborn baby in hospital prior to their adoptive
placement. In other words, the original birth
certificate issued to them when they applied for their

This is what happened to me.
*****
It is unknown how many babies were swapped or
mis-identified at Victorian hospitals prior to their
adoption. Penny hopes that by publishing this article,
more individuals similarly affected will be
encouraged to come forward. If you would like to
discuss the contents of this article, please contact
VANISH Manager, Charlotte Smith.

Research: Can Stories Change Laws?
Retrospective Removal of Sperm and Egg Donor Anonymity in Victoria
In 2016 the Victorian government enacted legislation
retrospectively removing anonymity once promised
to sperm and egg donors. Victoria has been a worldleader in making these radical changes. Only one
other jurisdiction world-wide has implemented a
similar policy. Law makers in the Victorian Parliament
were persuaded that people born as result of sperm
or egg donation have a right to know their genetic
identity – a right that outweighs past promises of
anonymity.

law reforms came about. In particular, asking these
questions:

This retrospective law changed the rules applying to
donor conception – decades after promises of
“anonymity forever” had been made to sperm and egg
donors. Changing the law retrospectively in this way
is unusual. It sits uneasily with the principle that law
should be able to be known to all, and that people can
rely on the law as it is at the time that they act. And
too – there was precedent for such change: the
Adoption Act 1984 (Vic) which enabled those who
had been adopted to have access to information about
their family of origin.

Ian’s research aims to explain how stories – a small
number of very powerful human stories - can work to
change laws.

How did the “right to know” argument of donor
conceived people become dominant?
Why and how did that argument prevail, over
arguments that it was not fair to go back on
promises of privacy and anonymity which had
been made to sperm and egg donors, decades
ago?

Ian can be contacted at: i.smith@latrobe.edu.au

Like the years of lobbying work for the change in
adoption laws undertaken by activists in the adoption
community, lobbying by people from the donorconception (DC) and adoption communities was key
in achieving the passage of the donor-conception law
reforms.
Ian Smith, a former sperm donor who participated in
the lobbying for the law reforms and who is a VANISH
member, is currently undertaking a Doctoral research
project at La Trobe University - examining how the DC

Image from Sperm Donors Anonymous, a
documentary by Sensible Films, shown on ABC
https://youtu.be/acpRXjn1NRA
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Poetry
Siblings – A Poem by Peter Capomolla Moore,
Late Discovery Adoptee and President of Adoptee Rights Australia
I hope that Adoptees find solace in my poem "Siblings" - I wrote this about 12 months after the DNA
discovery of my adoption, a time when the ramifications of my losses were being realised - the recent loss of
my dear oldest brother on 11th November 2020, just 3½ years after finding him brings the poem’s relevance
back to me - Peter Capomolla Moore

Siblings - (Lost to Adoption)
Siblings we didn’t know
Siblings we didn’t watch grow
Skinned knees we didn’t share
Birthdays together were not there
Grown up in isolation never to know
Different lives and seeds to sow
Our lives more different, they could not have been
Paths we took could not be foreseen
Scattered across this earth
Separated by distance for what it is worth
Pain we felt of being alone
Look how we have grown
Never to get back all that was lost
Never to recoup the cost
We celebrate things in our lives
Our friends, children, husbands and wives

If we could wave some magic wand
That would undo all that was wronged
Would we like what we see
Would we be better to let things be
The answers for all I cannot say
I know for me I just live for today
Things will get better, that is for sure
Just at the moment it cuts to the core
Everything that I find out is a joy
If people just wouldn’t be so coy
Good or bad, knowledge can heal
Filling in the puzzle, will help me deal
Peter Capomolla Moore 2018

7

News & Updates
Integrated Birth Certificates Update
Thank you to everyone who responded to the article
in the last edition of VOICE about NSW introducing
Integrated Birth Certificates and whether these
should be brought in here in Victoria. The majority of
members who sent in their views were keen to have
the option to apply for an Integrated Birth Certificate
but not everyone felt this way, with some expressing
preference for being able to use their original
unaltered birth certificate. Here are some of the
comments we received, published with permission:

afford to purchase a copy of their OBC)….
My OBC is still cancelled so to have the two next to
each other is (for me) a painful reminder that I am not
entitled to be named my mother's daughter under the
law.” Alison
“It would be so meaningful to me to be able to use an
integrated birth certificate. An integrated birth
certificate, with both sets of parents on my
birth certificate, would allow me to feel that who I am
is legitimate, that I am not a dirty secret to literally be
erased with a new and false birth certificate. It would
allow me to be more confident and more truthful about
who I am. There is no shame in having more than one
set of parents, or any of the new family set ups we see
emerging today. What is shameful is living in a society
that can only see parents in one form, where parents
only feel legitimate if a child's biology is erased, all to
ensure we conform to this western notion of a nuclear
family. I'm so happy to see NSW lead the way with
integrated birth certificates, it's well past time for
Victoria to get on board too!“ Cheyne.

“My thoughts are I would like the option. I hated the
fact that my original birth certificate got cancelled, I
hate the fact that my birth certificate has adopted
stamped all over it. My original certificate that had
Schedule 9 at the top (which no one knew what that
meant) had to be cancelled - but it meant a lot to me, if
I want to apply for a full birth certificate to go overseas
this was not good enough and it was cancelled - just
like my birth really - cancelled out.” Kelli
“As an adult, I would love to have the option to see my
entire history on the one page and feel that my birth
family (both of whom I’ve met) is included. I think it
provides a visual representation of the kind of chaotic
mess of information that adoption leads to. I really like
the terms ‘before adoption’ and ‘after adoption’ which
clearly acknowledges all parties. It would also provide
future generations with information of their true
biological heritage. I sincerely hope that integrated
birth certificates soon become reality in Victoria for all
adoptees and donor conceived people.” Anonymous.

At the end of September VANISH wrote to the
Victorian Attorney General, Jill Hennessy pointing out
that it is eight years since the Senate Inquiry
recommended Integrated Birth Certificates and the
community should not have to wait any longer for
them to be implemented. In our letter we also raised
the issue of the New Adoption Act, explaining that
some people affected, particularly Natural Parents,
are concerned they will not live to see the
discrimination removed. We urged her to direct this
important work recommended by the VLRC, to
commence without further delay. We will update you
when we get a response.

“I think an IBC is an oxymoron. It is basically
reiterating you have no right to your OBC as your legal
ID but here it is again (even if you've already paid for a
copy - so I suppose it is good for those who cannot

Historical Forced Adoptions Inquiry Update
The Legislative Assembly Legal and Social Issues
Committee has finally been able to hold hearings for
the Victorian Inquiry into Historical Forced
Adoptions this week with another session planned
for the 16th December and further hearings will be
conducted next year, including in regional locations.

We encourage anyone who would like to present to
the Committee, even if they have not made a
submission, to contact Yuki Simmonds, Manager of
the Committee and discuss this with her.

It will be helpful for the Committee to know how
much interest there is in regional areas when they
plan the community hearings. You can call Yuki on
(03) 8682 2845 or email her at

This will be welcome news for individuals who made
submissions and have been waiting such a long time
for the opportunity to share their experiences and
views with the Committee in more detail. Anyone
involved is welcome to call VANISH for support.

forcedadoptionsinquiry@parliament.vic.gov.au

More details about the Inquiry can be found on the
Committee’s website.
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Service Users Feedback
Thank you to those of you who responded to our Service
User Satisfaction Survey. This survey was for people who
had received a service in the last three years. We
received 101 responses with wonderful feedback and
very helpful suggestions for us to consider in 2021.
Below is a snapshot of the results.
Respondents
86% of respondents came from two main age brackets,
47% from the 46-60 age bracket and 39% from the 61-75
age bracket.

the feelings of the service user (92%) and how they
would rate the workers explanation of the search
process (93%). Similarly 92% of respondents who said
they accessed support through VANISH rated this
support as either excellent or good.
Of the respondents who utilised the counselling services
95% of rated the experience as excellent or good. A
significant number or people felt being supported and
heard by a caring and understanding professional was
the most positive outcome. Others referred to the
positive impact in terms of outcomes in their reunions
and relationships.

The majority (77%), were an adopted person, 13% were
a natural mother, 4% a Forgotten Australian, 4% an
adoptive parent, 1% a natural father and 1% a donor
conceived person. Those who responded “other” (7%)
included a sibling of an adopted person, a child of an
adopted person and an adopted person adopted by a
step-parent.
The most common services those surveyed engaged in
search assistance (63%) followed by information (40%),
support (34%), support groups (27%), counselling (19%)
and workshops/short courses (9%).

Of those who attended support groups, 96% rated their
experience as excellent or good. Common positive
experiences were that the people attending felt
validated, able to find people with a shared experience
to their own and not feeling so alone.

Service Performance
Overwhelmingly (95%) respondents rated the quality of
VANISH’s services as either excellent or good.
Respondents also rated the extent to which their needs
were met highly with 91% as excellent or good.
The search was rated consistently as either excellent or
good in categories such as being respectful to individual
circumstances (93%), being able to ‘hear’ or understand
9

Books and Documentary
TELL MY WHY the story of my life and my

NO STONE UNTURNED: A Remarkable

music by Archie Roach

Journey to Identity by Nadean Stone

No one has lived as
many lives as Archie
Roach – stolen child,
seeker, teenage
alcoholic, lover, father,
musical and lyrical
genius, and leader – but
it took him almost a
lifetime to find out who
he really was.

Raised with no
electricity or indoor
plumbing, from the
moment she
understands the
word adoption, she
vows to find her.
With no records of
her birth, she battles
against the
frustration of
bureaucracy and the
unbearable pain of
many heartbreaks.

Roach was only two
years old when he was
forcibly removed from
his family. Brought up
by a series of foster
parents until his early teens, his world imploded
when he received a letter that spoke of a life he had
no memory of.

Education is her
salvation leading
Nadean to a new life on an exotic Caribbean island.
Fearful events unfold that propel her on a captivating
journey, as she strives to make whole, a life with a
fractured sense of identity. Told with humour and
suspense, No Stone Unturned is an inspiring,
triumphant memoir. - Amazon

Archie’s story is an extraordinary odyssey through
love and heartbreak, family and community, survival
and renewal – and the healing power of music.
https://www.archieroach.com/store/tell-me-whybook

RECKONING WITH THE PRIMAL
WOUND

FEATHERHOOD by Charlie Gilmour
Heathcote Williams, poet
and dramatist left when
Charlie was 6 months
old. Charlie was later
adopted by Pink Floyd’s
David Gilmour when he
married Charlie’s
mother, Polly.

A documentary coming
soon, that pushes back
on the idea that
Adoption is simply love.
Adoption is loss,
loneliness, and secrets.
Filmmaker and Adoptee,
Rebecca Sansom, has
teamed up with the
author of The Primal
Wound to make a
feature length
documentary about the
experience of being an
adopted person. An adoptive parent herself, Nancy
Verrier was one of the first psychologists to capture
the adoptee experience in a way that validated and
gave an empowering voice to adoptees in her book,
The Primal Wound, which is still the number 1
resource for adoptees after over 25 years. View the
trailer:

“Featherhood is an

astonishing
achievement: a book
about fathers and their
children, about
magicians and birds,
about the hurt we pass
on from generation to generation, and the ways we
can try to heal. It's a journey that we take with a
magpie across the decades of Charlie's life, and the
life of his biological father. It's the best piece of nature
writing since H is for Hawk, and the most powerful
work of biography I have read in years. It announces
Charlie Gilmour as a major new writing talent, as he
weaves words like a poet and offers us continual
small treasures like a magpie.” - Neil Gaiman

https://www.theprimalwound.com/press-release
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Workshop for Fathers
Free workshop in Melbourne for fathers
separated from a child through adoption
(Birth Fathers) facilitated by Gary Coles
Saturday 17th April 2021
Gary Coles is a father and author of five books including The Invisible Men of Adoption and
Ever After: Fathers and the Impact of Adoption in which he shares his personal
account as father of a son raised by adoptive parents
Supported by a small grant from Relationships Australia Victoria,
funded by the Australian Government Department of Social Services.

To register or find out more, please contact us by phone or email using the contact details below.

VANISH Support Groups
The Melbourne Adopted Persons Groups, the Albury-Wodonga Group and the
Ballarat Group have all managed to keep going despite the year we’ve had!
A sincere thank you to all our wonderful facilitators and support people: Cal
Spiers, Gail Holstock. Tania Curlis, David Cross, SallyRose Carbines, Rosie Saxton
and Helen Nicholson. Without you we would not have been able to maintain this
valuable service for our community.
We will review the group dates and locations after the summer break and post
an update on our Facebook page. We will send updates to regular attendees in
January.
New and casual attendees, please register your interest in receiving an update
using the contact details below.

1st Floor, 50 Howard Street, North Melbourne 3051
Mail: PO Box 112, Carlton South 3053 Ph: (03) 9328 8611 or
Website: www.vanish.org.au
1300 826 474
Email: info@vanish.org.au
Fax: (03) 9329 6527
ABN 35 582 901 627
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