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Dear VANISH members and friends,  

  
I hope you are keeping safe and well in these difficult 
times. This month has been our most challenging yet 
with stage 4 restrictions in Melbourne and stage 3 
across the rest of Victoria. We sincerely hope this is 
sufficient to contain the spread of COVID-19.  
  
Since our last newsletter, our longest serving staff 
member, Mary Rawson, retired which is a huge loss 
for the organisation and we already miss her. You 
can read about Mary’s remarkable contribution to 
the adoption community on the next page.  
 
The VANISH team are all working from home and 
have been since April. We are doing our best to 
continue to provide search and support services 
despite being hindered by the closure of the Electoral 
Commission offices and the State Library. 
Fortunately, the Registries of Births, Deaths and 
Marriages are open in Victoria and other states.  
  
Due to current COVID-19 restrictions, the VANISH 
Committee of Management has postponed our AGM 
until Saturday 21st November, exercising the power  

granted under 10.7(a)(2) of the VANISH Rules. We 
hope it will be possible to meet in person by then but 
if not, the AGM will be conducted online. 

The State of Emergency has also delayed the Inquiry 
into Historical Forced Adoptions which was 
supposed to be conducting regional and metro public 
hearings around now. We know that this is very 
disappointing and frustrating for some of you and we 
fully sympathise. We can only hope that between 
now and when the hearings happen, more people 
come forward and more evidence is gathered so we 
get a good outcome. 
  
I hope you enjoy this edition of VOICE. We always 
love to hear your 
feedback and we 
welcome your 
contributions.   
 
Please take care and 
stay safe.  

Warm regards,  
 
Charlotte Smith,  
Manager.  

The VANISH Team 

Charlotte Smith  
Manager  

Elizabeth Tomlinson   
 Search & Support Coordinator  

and Counsellor  
 

Patricia Navaretti, Tracey Hudson 
Search & Support Workers  

Lorna Sleightholm 
 Receptionist/Administrator  

Flavia Leser   
Accountant 

Andrea Phillips 
Legal (volunteer) 

From the Manager’s Desk 

VANISH Support Groups 
 
Melbourne Groups (via Zoom) 
Adoptee Only - First Thursday & fourth Tuesday each month 
Thursday 6.30-8.30pm (Sept 3) - open to newcomers 
Tuesday 7.30-9.30pm (Sept 22)  
 
Albury Group (via Zoom)   
Mixed Group Saturday 10.30am-12.30 (Sept 12)    
 
Ballarat Group (in person - venue TBC) 
Adoptee Only Group Saturday 2-4pm (Oct 10) 

 
For in-person meetings, please observe social distancing  

rules and health care practices.   
Zoom Groups adhere to the Code of Conduct for Online events.   

ENQUIRIES please phone or email the VANISH office. 

10 Extra Mental Health Sessions Due to COVID 
The Australian Government has announced it will provide 10 
additional Medicare subsidised psychological therapy sessions for 
anyone subjected to further restrictions in areas impacted by the 
second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic. These will allow people in 
eligible areas who have used their 10 sessions to continue to receive 

mental health care from their psychologist, psychiatrist, GP or other eligible allied health worker, up until 31 
March 2021.   For full details go to http://bit.ly/10AdditionalSessions 

 

https://www.health.gov.au/news/additional-covid-19-mental-health-support-for-people-subjected-to-further-restrictions
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 VANISH Updates 

Happy Retirement, Mary Rawson! 

Many of you will have been assisted or supported by 
Mary Rawson given she was a Search and Support 
Worker for VANISH for 16½ years! We calculated 
that Mary had worked 15,000 hours for VANISH - 
what an amazing contribution!  Mary 
has been an absolute pleasure to work 
with. She is an exceptional search 
worker and a wonderful advocate for 
the service users she assisted, 
including Forgotten Australians/Care 
Leavers, mothers, fathers, adopted 
persons and Donor Conceived Persons. 
 
On her retirement, the VANISH 
Committee of Management wrote to 
Mary: “On behalf of the adoption 
community we appreciate  the invaluable care, 
compassion and dedication you have given to anyone 
who has come to VANISH seeking personal 
information and possible contact with family 
members and the assistance you have given to those 
on this journey of discovery whether it is successful 
or not. In the provision of search and support 
services, particularly with complex cases and more 
recently with the DNA project, you have shown 
tenacity and exceptional expertise and skill in solving 
the jigsaw for so many that otherwise would have 
been left without the information they sought.  

As a valued and highly respected team member, the  
COM is aware that you have been kind, caring and  
supportive to colleagues and volunteers and we have 
appreciated you sharing your knowledge and 
experience in training and supporting staff in the 
search room. We also recognise the application of 

your top-notch editorial skills in 
working on many of the VANISH 
publications and your contribution to 
VANISH functions running smoothly.”  
 
It was very sad to farewell Mary, 
especially as we had to do so over 
Zoom. On leaving, Mary said 
“I was indeed fortunate to have found 
my way to VANISH all those years ago; 
to have worked with such highly 
committed and very professional 

colleagues, and to have assisted hundreds of service 
users who have shared their life stories and who 
have entrusted me to assist them in searches for 
birth relatives has not only been a privilege and 
enlightening but also enjoyable. I never cease to be 
amazed at and inspired by the resilience, strength 
and perseverance that so many have demonstrated 
in their life changing journeys.”  
 
We wish you all the very best in your retirement 
Mary, and look forward to when we can gather again 
so we can give you a proper send off! 

Donor Conception Service & Advocacy 

In April the Department of Health and Human 
Services advised us of changes to the funding model 
for donor conception search services on the grounds 
that it regards the search services as primarily 
relating to identifying donors who donated prior to 
1998 and this cohort of donor conceived people is 
diminishing given the ‘right to know’ laws have been 
in place for two and a half years.  

As a result, the Department has decided to change the 
funding model so that the Victorian Assisted 
Reproductive Treatment Authority (VARTA) will 
independently contract search services directly from 
VANISH.  Since this advice, VARTA and VANISH have 
been negotiating arrangements for funding for future 
searches. VANISH anticipates searches will continue 
to be undertaken on behalf of all the cohorts eligible 
to apply to the Central Register.  

This month, VANISH made a submission to 
government in relation to a proposed amendment to  
the ART Act (2008) which is about changing the limit 
from 10 women per sperm donor, to 10 families.  This 

amendment aims to address discrimination against 
the LGBTQIA community for example where a same 
sex female couple both wish to conceive children and 
want them to be biologically related.  
 
In our submission we expressed support for 
removing discrimination. The concerns we expressed 
relate to the undermining of the original purpose of 
the 10 women limit which is to reduce the possibility 
of consanguinity between donor conceived people  
and to limit the number of children born as a result of 
each donor’s donation, as this is an important factor 
for the emotional wellbeing of donor conceived 
individuals.  Reverting to the original proposal of 
replacing the 10 women limit with a 5 family limit 
would remove discrimination and go some way to 
limit the number of children born of the same donor 
parent. The current limit of 10 women is likely to 
result in 20 to 30 children and therefore siblings for a 
donor conceived person. To proceed with the 10 
family limit could result in that doubling or trebling 
that number, particularly given the fluid nature of 
families and the high rate of separation and re-
partnering in Australia. 



3 

 

 

 

 

Article: Women urged to speak out in 
Victorian historical forced adoptions 
inquiry 

Published by The Senior 3 June 2020 (online). By  
Geraldine Cardozo. Reproduced with permission.

Drugged, with her arms and legs restrained, 
Tasmanian Barbara Pendrey will never forget the 
day her newborn son was taken from her. 
It was January 1966. Alone and frightened, the 16-
year-old lay on the bed in labour for hours in 
Melbourne's Jessie McPherson Hospital before giving 
birth to a child she would not get to raise.  "I was 
drugged to the point I did not deliver my baby in a 
natural way," Mrs Pendrey told The Senior. "He was 
taken from my body." 

Mrs Pendrey was just 15 when she found out she was 
six months' pregnant. In December 1965 her family 
sent her away to the Presbytarian Babies Home for 
unmarried mothers in east Melbourne - more than 
400kms from her home in Lower Barrington - for the 
last weeks of her pregnancy. 

She is one of thousands of women across Australia 
who were young or unmarried whose babies were 
taken for adoption by force or through coercion - a 
practice common throughout the 1950s and 60s and 
up until to 1980s.  Now Mrs Pendrey is one of several 
women sharing her experience as part of a Victorian 
inquiry into responses to historical forced adoptions 
in the state. 

The inquiry is a chance to give people affected by 
forced adoption the opportunity to tell their stories, 
and consider the best way to respond to harm caused 
by forced adoption. 

In her submission to the inquiry, Mrs Pendrey details 
how she was bound during the birth. "We were 
treated like animals, there for them to take our 

babies and give them to someone else," she said. 
"When I heard the baby cry, I twisted to look at a 
clock and couldn't move". It is this, she said, which 
damaged her wrist and has left her with permanent 
pains in her arms and legs. "I have been told the body 
doesn't forget." 

"I remember feeling so out of control it was like 
people who didn't know me, or care, were making 
huge demands on me. Just being told what to do, like 
I wasn't even human or didn't have feelings. I so 
wanted to take my baby home with me."  Instead, 
they took him off her. "Something so precious. They 
didn't treat me as a person with emotions and 
feelings. This little baby grew inside me. He was my 
baby, my beautiful baby boy who I never saw." 

More than five decades on, the horrific ordeal has left 
Mrs Pendrey with enduring physical and emotional 
scars - including post traumatic stress disorder and 
chronic fatigue syndrome - and medical bills running 
into the thousands. 

And for Mrs Pendrey, like many other women, 
getting hold of hospital records from that time has 
been difficult. She is calling for hospital records to be 
made available so she can understand what 
happened, what drugs she was given and for how 
long. Despite writing to many places, Mrs Pendrey is 
yet get hold of her files and said she can't move 
forward until this happens. "If the Government 
knows where they are, they should be released." 

The Victorian inquiry comes after various state 
governments, including Tasmania and Victoria, 
issued formal apologies to the victims of forced 
adoption in 2012. This followed a recommendation 
from a 2012  Commonwealth Senate Standing 
Committee on Community Affairs report on the 
Commonwealth Contribution to Former Forced 
Adoption Policies and Practices. 

News 

Barbara Pendrey, photographed here as a bridesmaid in July 
1966, was 15 years old and unknowingly three months 
pregnant. 

Barbara Pendrey with her dog Ella. She hopes sharing her story 
of forced adoption will encourage other women to speak out. 

https://www.thesenior.com.au/profile/727/geraldine-cardozo
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News 

The resulting senate inquiry in 2012 documented 
forced adoption policies and practices across Australia 
drawing on the personal accounts and professional 
perspectives from 418 written submissions and 
community hearings in every capital city except 
Darwin.  Former Prime Minister Julia Gillard then 
delivered a national apology in 2013. 

Mrs Pendrey was one of the women who gave a 
submission to the senate inquiry. She hopes that in 
sharing her story again, it will encourage other 
women to come forward and help bury the shame 
associated with forced adoption. 

"I'll never forget when the church minister arrived to 
give me 'counselling'. He said: 'now you've been a 
naughty girl - don't do it again'. The shame of this 
'counselling' has left me with so many issues." 

"I want these women to know: you didn't do anything 
wrong. Don't allow the people who did this leave you 
with guilt and lack of self-esteem. Write in to the 
inquiry put the words in writing, cry a little or a lot, 
make a statement. Be brave, it will make you feel 
strong." 

The article goes on to quote VANISH in relation to the 
impact of Forced Adoptions and our hopes for what 
will come out of the Inquiry. To read the full article 
see https://www.thesenior.com.au/story/6779595/ill-never-
forget-living-with-the-scars-of-forced-adoption/  

Barbara Pendrey hopes in sharing her story, it will 

encourage other women to come forward and help bury the 

shame associated with forced adoption. 

Thanks to a small 
grant from COMPASS 
(Relationships 
Australia Vic) we 
recently ran four 
Writing As Therapy 
courses with Sian 
Prior, writer, 
journalist and 
broadcaster who 
teaches creative 
writing and has 
delivered Writing as 

Therapy Workshops for the past five years.  
 
Originally the course was to be a face to face event 
with 25 participants but due to COVID-19 we had to 
adapt the program to Zoom. Sian adapted her material 
while VANISH researched Zoom in terms of  
workability and privacy.  
 
A total of 32 participants attended the four courses; 
two were for Adoptees and two for Mothers.  Our 
thanks go to Sian, for her adaptability, gentle approach 
and for sharing her story, insights and techniques for 
using writing as therapy.  Sian’s own online course – 
four x 2.5 hour workshops is very popular. For more 
details go to her website https://sianprior.com/
contact/  

Sian’s book Shy: A Memoir, is featured in our Books in 
the Library on page 12. 

 

Writing As Therapy Courses with Dr Sian Prior 

 

Here’s what some of the participants wrote in 
their feedback forms (with permission): 

I thought she (Sian) did a great job creating a safe 
space for people to think about their writing and 
provided the opportunity for people to share but 
only if they felt comfortable. It was good to hear 
about her experiences with writing and the 
different ways to think about and approach 
writing. Thank you! (Anon) 

Writing a journal - not as challenging as I thought. 
(Anon) 

It was great to share stories with others and to be 
given some basic structures and writing exercises 
to work on.  I liked the resources Sian gave us - I 
have checked out a few of the books already. 
Overall it was inspiring and useful. (Anon) 

An inspiring opportunity to engage with a very 
practical resource for self care and reflective 
practice. (Michele) 

The discussion on the situation and the story was 
interesting and insightful. (Anon) 

https://www.thesenior.com.au/story/6779595/ill-never-forget-living-with-the-scars-of-forced-adoption/
https://www.thesenior.com.au/story/6779595/ill-never-forget-living-with-the-scars-of-forced-adoption/
https://sianprior.com/contact/
https://sianprior.com/contact/
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Black Lives Matter 

Alongside the substantial media coverage of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the State of Emergency in 
Victoria, there has been a significant amount of 
attention devoted to the global Black Lives Matter 
(BLM) movement prompted by the horrific death of 
George Floyd at the hands of an American Police 
Officer who has since been charged with murder. BLM 
has led many white Australians to reconsider their 
understanding of systematic racism and to seek to 
better understand the challenges faced particularly by 
Aboriginal people on a daily basis.  
 
Cal Spiers, who facilitates the Adopted Persons Only 
Tuesday group, raised this issue in a recent 
discussion. Adopted in England as a baby, she grew up 
in England and Nigeria, where her father worked. She 
was particularly interested in the issue of racism in 
relation to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people who are adoptees and/or part of the Stolen 
Generations and how we can support them.  
 
She wrote “First – the elephant in the room – I am a 
white female in her late 40’s and I can say I have never 
experienced racism directed towards myself.  Let me 
say that again, never.  So whatever I say here, it is with 
the acknowledgement that I cannot possibly 
understand first-hand what daily racism looks and 
feels like.  A small parallel with being an adoptee and 
knowing that my friends and family can also never 
fully understand what I feel about being adopted – 
helps me understand that I can only be an observer 
and do my part to support black communities from 
my very privileged standpoint.   
 
“What I do know is that on the day George Floyd’s 
death was announced and the outpouring of grief and 
anger that followed, I shed tears for the pain of his 
family and the wider community.  I felt outrage, anger, 
the injustice and an appreciation that the oppression 
of indigenous communities hasn’t just happened, it 
has a 400 year history, longer if you consider the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. 
 
“What part can we non-indigenous people living in 
Australia, who have privilege and opportunities that 
our indigenous community members do not, play? To 
start, we can ask ourselves how we can show 
solidarity to members of the Stolen Generations and 
our indigenous brothers and sisters who are adoptees, 
parents and other family members and how we can 
help to give them a much louder, stronger voice and 
greater visibility.   
 
Doing this won’t fix everything in one day but it has 
the power to prompt action and focus us on what we 

can do to say, “we support you – Black Lives Matter”.” 
 
There are plenty of opportunities to show solidarity 
with Australia’s First Peoples at the moment, for 
example, support the Treaty, support the Free the Flag 
movement, support the Raise the Age campaign to 
prevent children going to prison, and get involved in 
NAIDOC Week.  
 

Treaty  
As this newsletter goes to print, the Victorian 
government and First Peoples' Assembly are holding 
treaty negotiations. Aboriginal people in Victoria 
have never ceded sovereignty, and have long called 
for treaty with government. For 230 years, Australia 
has been one of the only Commonwealth nations 
without a Treaty with its First Peoples. In Victoria, this 
is changing.  

 

Treaties are necessary to recognise historic 
wrongs. It is not about blame, but about stating the 
facts, and attempting to right the wrongs. Treaties 
are also necessary to promote fundamental human 
rights. It is an opportunity to recast the 
relationship between Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal Victorians. For more information, visit 
https://www.firstpeoplesvic.org/ 
https://victreatyadvancement.org.au/what-treaty 

 
2020 National NAIDOC  
NAIDOC week is usually in July but is being held in 
November this year. For details visit https://
www.naidoc.org.au/about/naidoc-week 

 

 

News 

First Peoples’ Assembly members at their inaugural meeting in 
December 2019. Victoria is the first state in Australia to begin treaty 

proceedings. Photograph: James Ross/AAP  

https://www.firstpeoplesvic.org/
https://victreatyadvancement.org.au/what-treaty
https://www.naidoc.org.au/about/naidoc-week
https://www.naidoc.org.au/about/naidoc-week
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NEWS 

Documentary: Side by Side  
Memories of Korean Adoptees 

Filmmakers Glenn and Julie Morey have produced a 
powerful documentary recording Korean adoptees in 
Seattle, Chicago, Boston, New York City, Paris, 
Stockholm, Amsterdam, and Melbourne sharing their 
stories. This short film is an international journey 
through the personal memories and experiences of 
abandonment, relinquishment, orphanages, aging out, 
and adoption. Visit the Side By Side website to watch 
individual stories.   http://sidebysideproject.com. Side 
by Side has been adapted into an even shorter 
documentary here https://bit.ly/KoreanGivenAway 

 
Documentary: Mum’s the Word 

Canadian film maker Colin Scheyen’s award winning 
documentary ‘Mum’s the Word’ can be viewed for free 
online. It describes Canada’s forced adoption era in 
the voices of mothers affected, including Australian 
mother Bernadette Rymer whose entire family moved 
from Sydney to Canada for six months to conceal her 
pregnancy in 1970.  Bernadette returned  to 
Australia  after the birth and adoption of her child, ‘as 
if’ nothing had ever happened.   
 
In 1972  her family immigrated to Canada.  21 years 
later she reunited with her daughter and became 
involved with the Forget Me Not Society in British 
Columbia, of which she is now the Vice-President  The 
film shows Australia’s Apology for Forced Adoptions 
and advocates that Canadian institutions issue an 
apology.  https://mumsthewordthefilm.com/ 

60 Minutes - The Experiment 

On the 9th August Channel Nine’s 60 Minutes aired a 
program about the cruel experiment featured in the 
recent documentary Three Identical Strangers. In 
New York, identical twins and triplets were separated 
at birth by psychiatrist Peter B. Neubauer who 
studied them growing up in families of different socio
-economic backgrounds. The victims are now seeking 
access to their records which are locked away for 100 
years. You can watch it here. https://
www.9now.com.au/60-minutes/2020/episode-27  

 
Campaign: Adopting a New Voice for 
Adoption 

Heather Waters, South Australian adoptee whose 
award winning 
documentary You Were 
Chosen, is raising awareness 
of adoption through a new 
campaign called Adopting a 
New Voice for Adoption. 
She invites all adoptees to 
submit content such as 
photos of themselves 
attending adoption related 
events, written personal 
accounts, poetry, art or 
music etc.  If you would like 
to find out more or 

contribute you can email Heather Waters at 
admin@watersproductions.com.au. 

 
Theatre Online: The Good Adoptee 

The Good Adoptee, produced by Solo Arts Heal, is 
about playwright, Suzanne Bakner, performed by 
Haylee Palmer.  Following the performance Suzanne 
Bakner, Astrid Castro, Director of Adoption Mosaic 
and Haylee Palmer have a very engaging conversation 
about  adoption issues with Gail Schickele of The 
Marsh which provides the platform for performances 
such as this.  https://bit.ly/TheGoodAdoptee 

 

http://sidebysideproject.com/
https://mumsthewordthefilm.com/
https://www.9now.com.au/60-minutes/2020/episode-27
https://www.9now.com.au/60-minutes/2020/episode-27
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Member Contributions 

Vale Mike Saclier by Leigh Hubbard 

Very sadly, Leigh Hubbard’s biological father, Mike 
Saclier, passed away in April as a result of COVID-19. 
Leigh is a former Chair of the VANISH Committee of 
Management. We recently extended our sympathies to 
him and asked him about his reflections on losing 
Mike. He generously shared his farewell tribute.  

Leigh said that there have been many losses during 
this pandemic and restrictions have been tough for 
every grieving family, not just those with COVID 
related deaths. He emphasised how lucky he has been 
to meet Mike when many adopted people never get 
that experience.  

“You never stop learning about the insidious effects of 
adoption. Even in Mike’s death the question of 
adoption and how it was different for me compared to 
Mike’s other children, was part of the mental 
gymnastics that I played out. I suppose it is all part of 
that so-called ‘journey’ in trying to make something 
regular that will always be irregular; trying to put 
myself as the square peg into the round hole of Mike’s 
life.  

It exposed again the limitations of reconnection. No 
matter how hard everyone tries – and in our case I 
think we were relatively successful – you have to 
understand and accept the limitations that a loss of 20, 
30 or 40 years of experiences and emotions will 
produce. Reconnection is about creating a new 
relationship and having to work at it. It isn’t something 
that just “is”. That’s what hit me most with Mike’s 
death.”  

Leigh also kindly sent in some photos to share. He 
wanted to include a photo he had recently been given 
of young Mike together with Leigh’s biological mother 
Rosemary. He was thrilled to receive this photo of the 
two of them together but also concerned about how 
Mike’s wife Wendy might feel about it being included 
in an article about Mike. “It’s what we adopted people 
do all the time” he said “apologise, cover up and 
compensate for everyone else!”  

 

Leigh Hubbard: Contribution for Mike’s 
Send Off 22/04/20 

Four score and two years ago our forefather Ian (and 
perhaps, more crucially, our foremother Katherine) 
brought forth on this continent, one MIKE. Mike was 
conceived in liberty and was completely dedicated to 
the proposition that all men are created equal – that 
we all have an equal right to pun. 

Now we are engaged in a great war – testing whether 
this nation, or any nation so conceived, can endure in 
the face of this virus, a silent killer. We are met today 
on this ground to dedicate ourselves to the memory of 
our beloved Mike, who gave his life so that this 
nation……... [this is a reference to President Lincoln’s 
Gettysburg address. Ed]. Right now I can hear Mike 
saying “Enough of that nonsense. Lincoln would be 
turning in his grave!” Well Mike, I had to start with 
Lincoln because Lincoln and the Civil War was 
something we bonded over. 

Cont….. Leigh with Mike and Wendy’s nephew’s son Dusty 

Rosemary and Mike  
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I had no idea what to expect when I wrote to Mike 15 
years ago asking to enter his life and the lives of his 
loved  ones. I ended up receiving more than I could 
ever have expected and more than I could ever give 
back. Meeting Mike closed the circle for me. It quelled 
the demons created by all of the unanswered 
questions; questions posed only in my own mind. I 
was very lucky. Lucky to have met Mike at all, because 
many don’t have that opportunity. And then to 
discover what a generous, intellectual, loving and 
humorous man Mike was.  

He was a man of slow speech, but of huge heart. He 
had a passion for books and words and language. A 
delight in discussion and argument. “Ahh, but…” he 
would say in that pronounced way as he delivered the 
telling blow. Mike didn’t say a lot, but when he did, it 
had meaning. He was a man of conviction – he knew 
he didn’t want medical intervention when things got 
tough and he stood by that view.   

For decades I had stubbornly resisted nature in favour 
of nurture. But when I met Mike, it was like a big rock 
had been rolled away from the entrance to the cave, 
letting the sunlight in. I met a man who had been an 
historian and archivist. I had studied history at 
university. Mike met Wendy at a Tanzanian 
Independence Day function 54 years ago. I had spent 6 
months travelling in East Africa as a 21 year old and 
had made a beeline for the site of Julius Nyerere’s 
Arusha declaration. I met a man who had proudly 
worked in business and labour archives. I was proud 
to have worked in trade unions. I walked into his and 
Wendy’s house on that first day in 2005, and there 
was a whole cabinet of books on the civil war. I 
thought I had died and gone to heaven, having been 
passionate about it for longer than I can remember.  

It wasn’t all roses though. For example, I learned why I 
was prone to spending large amounts of money on 
bizarre projects. I mean, did anyone ever see Mike 
actually use that mountainous gym set that takes up 
half his study?   

Over the years we settled into a comfortable rhythm, 
like a couple of old friends. We didn’t need to talk all 
the time, or see each other regularly to know there 
was a connection and that the connection was real. Of 
course I have great regrets. Of things not asked. Of 
things not said. But that is me and that is life. I’m sure 
Mike understood.  

None of that would be possible for me, or for Mike, if 
Wendy hadn’t been…, well, Wendy. Wendy; Your love 
for Mike, and his for you, was so special to watch. You 
are a wonderful, loving soul who is grieving deeply 
and who has every right to be bitter with the world 
right now. But I know you won’t be bitter because that 

is not in your nature. And to Rod and Elle and Krys 
and Justin, it wouldn’t have been so easy for me if you 
hadn’t embraced me and mine so easily and lovingly. 
And 'mine’ includes Ged and the Cowins and Maeve 
and Lil and Ros and Rosemary and Nita and Sharon 
and all of their partners and families – all of whom 
send their love and wrap their arms around you today. 
All of us have been touched by Mike.   

My heart goes out especially to Rod and Elle today. I 
was lucky to have Mike in my life for 15 years. But 
Mike has been there through all of your lives – 
through every emotion, in every good time and for 
every drama. I know what that must feel like, to have 
that wrenched away. And how it feels for the 
grandchildren that Sir loved to bits. 

Mike deserves a dedication as beautiful as the 
Gettysburg Address. But I’m no Lincoln and 271 words 
is way too short for someone as wonderful as Mike. 

 I know Mike is up there somewhere; punning away, 
perhaps eating a wheel of brie for breakfast, cutting 
out Pope cartoons for Ged and rising, unannounced, to 
feed Nelson. He’ll be making a mark in heaven. Right 
now, while he searches for a mislaid item, he is 
probably calling out “WEN!” loudly enough for the 
angels to be shushing him.  

Mike may be absent in body but he will be forever 
cherished in our memories and in our thoughts.        

Vale Mike Saclier.  

To read an ABC article on the impact of Mike’s passing 
on his family click here https://ab.co/3hzaEKM 

Mike and Wendy 

Member Contributions 
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Integrated Birth Certificates  

On 5 Aug NSW Attorney General Mark Speakman 
announced the introduction of Integrated Birth 
Certificates, stating that “Adopted people in NSW will 
be able to have both their birth and adopted families 
included on a birth certificate for the first time in the 
State’s history following new reforms introduced to 
Parliament.” Mr Speakman said the new certificates 
will include an adopted person’s 
full history. “These reforms 
will give adopted people across 
the State the choice to use a 
birth certificate that includes 
information about their 
parents and siblings at birth, as 
well as their parents and 
siblings after they have been 
adopted.”  

NSW Minister for Families, 
Communities and Disability 
Services Gareth Ward said 
making an integrated birth 
certificate available to adopted 
people aligns with 
contemporary “open” adoption 
practices, saying. “Today we 
mark a further step away from 
the secrecy associated with the 
adoption policies of the past”.   

The certificates will be issued 
to children adopted in NSW. 
More about the Bill can be 
found at this link. https://
bit.ly/NSWgovtRecogniseAdoptionOnBC 

 
Integrated Birth Certificates for Victoria? 
In 2012 the Senate Inquiry into Former Forced 
Adoption Policies and Practices recommended 
Integrated Birth Certificates be implemented. The 
Victorian Government responded with ‘support for 
the development of an integrated birth certificate in 
conjunction with national reforms relating to 
documentation and provisions of birth and adoption 
records’. Since then, the Victorian Law Reform 
Commission (VLRC) was commissioned to undertake 
a review of the Adoption Act 1984. The Commission 
heard a range of views and in its final report (2017), 
recommended Integrated Birth Certificates be 
implemented saying that it “sees no legal reason why 
integrated certificates should not have the same legal 
status as other birth certificates.” (p97).  In our 
submission to the review, VANISH argued that 
Integrated Birth Certificates should be made available 

for adults, but for new adoptions, children should not 
have their original birth certificate cancelled and 
replaced.  
 
One important principle of Integrated Birth 
Certificates for adopted adults is they can choose 
whether or not to apply for one. This choice is an 
important factor in a context where people affected 
have had no agency. Some people might not want an 

Integrated Birth Certificate, 
but making them available 
for those who do is about 
righting the wrongs of the 
past – as the VLRC report 
noted “For many people 
affected by past closed and 
forced adoptions, the 
amended birth certificate 
symbolises the serious 
problems they see with 
adoption. Their birth 
certificates represent 
erasure of their past and 
fabrication of their birth; a 
re-writing of their identity; 
and dishonesty and 
injustice which must be 
corrected. The 
Commission was told 
‘adult adoptees have to 
live with [this] on a day to 
day basis’ (p96).   

The VLRC recommended 
the current, outdated Act 
be repealed and replaced 

by a new Act. In July 2017 Jenny Mikakos, then 
Minister for Families and Children, advised VANISH 
that the Government had not forgotten about the 
adoption community and the VLRC Report had been 
tabled in Parliament, but the Government intended to 
take its time to consider it.   

What do you think? 
VANISH represents the needs and views of our 
members so we are keen to hear from you. What do 
you think about Integrated Birth Certificates being 
made available in Victoria? Is having or being included 
on an Integrated Birth Certificate important to you? If 
you are an adopted person, would you prefer to be 
able to use your original birth certificate as your form 
of identity? If you are a mother or father who would 
now be included on the certificate, what are your 
views? Please take the time to send in your comments 
either by post or by email to manager@vanish.org.au 
so that we can have a strong basis for our advocacy 
work to decision-makers. 

News 

 
 

https://bit.ly/NSWgovtRecogniseAdoptionOnBC
https://bit.ly/NSWgovtRecogniseAdoptionOnBC
mailto:manager@vanish.org.au
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New Books in the Library 

THE LOVE THAT REMAINS An extra-
ordinary memoir about secrets, life’s shocking 
twists and unconditional love by Susan Francis 

After twenty years spent 
searching for her 
biological parents, 52 
year old Susan Hull 
unexpectedly meets the 
great love of her life - a 
gold miner named 
Wayne Francis. He is a 
gentle giant of a man, 
who promises Susan the 
world. Two years later 
they throw in their jobs, 
marry and sell 
everything they own, 

embarking on an incredible adventure, to start a 
new life in the romantic city of Granada, where they 
learn Spanish and enjoy too much tapas. In love, and 
enthralled by the splendour of a European 
springtime, the pair treasure every moment 
together. Until a shocking series of events alters 
everything.  - Goodreads 

 

SHY: A MEMOIR by Sian Prior 

(VANISH note: although 
Sian’s book is not about 
adoption it has some 
relevant themes.)  
It is a category-defying 
work of intellectual 
agility, jumping from 
mode to mode with 
playful interruptions and 
bold asides: lists, 
interviews, elegiac 
remembrances, painful 
confessionals, detached 
professional interviews. 

Woven together these elements create an intriguing 
patchwork: each square contributing to an overall 
understanding of what it means to be shy, and how 
Prior has navigated her own social anxiety in 
various public and private roles. She is in turn 
poised, witty, sharp, anguished, angry, but always 
unflinchingly honest. Her research uncovers 
fascinating physiological and psychological 
information about the shyness spectrum and its 
many manifestations, leading her to investigate a 
world of experts (the origins of blushing, how to do 
small talk and what is happening in your gut when 
life makes you want to run away and hide). ... But 
don’t you dare call it self-help.   

- Review by Caroline Baum 

 

CHOSEN CHILDREN 2020  Children as 
commodities in America’s failed foster care and 

adoption industries by 
Lori Carangelo 

CHOSEN CHILDREN 2020 
lifts the veil of secrecy, 
names names, follows the 
dollars and provides the 
data to expose the 
corruption and hidden 
price tag in America's 
multi-billion dollar filed 
Foster Care and Adoption 
industries. The author not 
only quotes helping 
professionals, media, 

university researchers, legal cases and other named 
sources but also gives a voice to those taken at birth 
or in early childhood and whose lives, as result, have 
been stories of abuse, addiction, crime, and even 
death. The author also offers alternatives for care of 
children with accountability and for better futures. 
America CAN do better for its children and families.   

- Amazon 

 

 

TREE OF STRANGERS by Barbara Sumner 

As a society, we love the feel-
good adoption story. And yet 
every adoption is founded on 
loss. Without loss there 
would be no adoption. The 
truth behind all those 
sparkly, happy adoption 
memes and advertisements 
is a multi-million-dollar 
industry built on the 
commodifying of children. 
We still believe one set of 
arms is as good as another. 
We still think of babies as 

warm dough. We assume that if you are pre-verbal 
there is no trauma in losing your mother. We still 
couch it in terms of needy children and the good 
deeds of those who save them. When the issue is 
needy mothers. Yet we still coerce and shame women 
into relinquishing their babies, convincing them that 
people with greater means are better parents. The 
majority of adoption then and now is based on social 
and structural inequality. I wrote Tree of 
Strangers (Massey University Press, September 2020) 
to give voice to the experience of being an adopted 
person.  
Excerpt taken from an interview in https://
www.weareageist.com/profile/barbara-sumner-60/  

 

https://www.weareageist.com/profile/barbara-sumner-60/
https://www.weareageist.com/profile/barbara-sumner-60/
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The VANISH Committee of Management 
Invites You…. 
 

Hi, this is an invitation to all VANISH members to 
consider bringing your skills and experience to the 
VANISH Committee of Management (CoM). 
 
I am a mother who lost her child to the forced 
adoption practices. When I was nominated to come on 
to the CoM for VANISH I was unsure as to what I could 
contribute. Over time I realised what I could bring to 
the CoM and the organisation.  
 
Firstly, I brought my experience of understanding, in a 
very personal way, the ongoing life experience of 
separation at birth from my child.  Secondly, I brought 
compassion and a deep understanding of the lifelong 
impact that separation at birth has for all involved, not 
least of all the children, now adults. Thirdly, I brought 
my professional experience of working as an 
Alternative Dispute Resolution practitioner which 
includes conciliation, mediation and advocacy. 
 
I was surprised how much my personal experience 
and professional skills added value to VANISH.  Also, 
my work with CoM bought into perspective the impact 
of my separation from my child.  This insight is very 
useful when putting together funding applications or 
submissions to Government bodies who review the 
legislation. 
 
On a personal level, I have benefitted so much from 
being on VANISH CoM.  Firstly, it validated my 
personal experience in that I was not alone, rather 
there are many others impacted.  Further, whilst some 
would like to believe that what happened was in the 
past and thus finished, the work VANISH does allows 
me the space and voice to say “No”, this is an ongoing 
experience.  
 
I feel that I am part of an organisation which continues 
to work with, and assist those most impacted by 
separation from their family of origin through 
adoption, surrogacy and donor conception.   

Tricia Lester 
 
I joined the Committee in 2018 because I wanted to 
make a contribution to VANISH.  I had received very 
welcome support from VANISH in my search for my 
natural mother which continued for many years as I 

attended support groups, trying to understand my 
fluctuating emotions around my adoption.  It has been 
enlightening and rewarding.  The CoM is a diverse 
group of individuals with a variety of skills and points 
of view – all doing their best to promote and protect 
the interests of VANISH. 

Todd Dargan 

 

 
 
 
The Committee of Management comprises VANISH 
members who have a relevant personal experience 
and also have skills or experience relevant to the 
governance and leadership of VANISH. Members are 
expected to attend 11 meetings a year including the 
AGM. There is currently a vacancy in the following 
category: 

  
“Biological or Natural Parent Category, namely a 

natural parent, a donor parent or a surrogate 
mother of persons eligible for the offspring 

category of eligibility” 
  
If you are in this category and possess skills and/or 
experience that will support VANISH to achieve its 
purpose and objectives and are interested in joining 
us, please contact the Manager, Charlotte Smith on 
(03) 9328 8611 or email manager@vanish.org.au. 
 
VANISH welcomes enquiries and expressions of 
interest from members from other categories and 
also from independent experts.  

Composite of current Committee members (from left to right) Maureen 
Long, Sue Green, Francois Petitto, Lyn Moore, Todd Dargan, Simon 
Pryor, Tricia Lester and Ross Hunter. Credit: Rose Wells 

Vacancy 

mailto:manager@vanish.org.au

